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CONTENT STANDARDS

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS

9. COMPREHENSION: Students
shall apply a variety of strategies to
read and comprehend prinfed
material.

2. Use prior knowledge to determine a purpose for reading. (3)
3. Make connections from text to world during reoding {2) B, 2007
4. Form mental pictures to organize and visualize the context of the

text. (1)
5. Generate questions ond check the test for answers. {6) €, 2006

6. Question the author's purpose. (1)

7. Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge
with literal and inferential information found in o text. (4)

8. Discuss why an author may have selected particular words or

phrases. (1)
9. Draw inferences, such as conclusions or generalizations, and support

them with text evidence and/or personal experiences. (7) €, 2007
10. 'Organize information and events logically. (4) A, 2006
Determine the purpose for reading. (4)

11,
12. Summarize a story. (1)
14. Follow directions encountered in functional texts. (1) B, 2006

10. VARIETY OF TEXTS: Students
shall read, examine, and respond t¢ a
wide range of texts for a variety of
purposes

6. Use graphic organizer, including character webs and K-W-L charts,
to make meaning of the reading selection. (3)
7. Utilize the appropriate areas of the library/media center to seleet

reading materials. (2)

10. Describe in own words new information gained from texts and
relate it to prior knowledge. (1} A, 2007 :
14. Identify language and literary devices, including mond. (3)
19. Use functional print, including recipes, menus, and maps to
accomplish tasks, (2)

20. Use a dictionory, index, thesaurus, encyclopedia, and online
reference materials fo enhance reading. (1)

11, VOCABULARY, WORD STUDY,
AND FLUENCY: Students shall
acquire and apply skills in vocabulary
development and word analysis to be
able to read fluently.

1. Use context clues to determine the precise meaning of new

words. (B)
3. Recognize the relationship between a pronoun and its referent. (2}




READING
- PASSAGES
2007



PARTI1 Released Reading Items—2007 Benchmark Grade 3

Read the following passage. Then answer multiple-choice questions 1 through 8 and open-response question A.

A Spelling Mystery

by Diana R. Jenkins

“Look at thist” [ thrust the note at Inez.
«y"5u should have won the spelling bee, Tanisha,’” she read. Then she looked at me and

shrugged., “So?” _
I snatched it back. “Of course I should have won! 11feel really bad about letting everybody down. I

already apologized to the class. | don’t deserve a mean note like this! An unsigned mean notel”
When class started, T didn’t pay much attention to the lesson. 1 was too busy wondering who left me that

note,
Could it have been Erin? She wasn’t too happy when I beat her in the classroom spell-off.
Could it have been Mara and Clara? I couldn’t help it that I had such a hard time telling them apart!
Or maybe it was one of the

boys!

Miles liked to play pranks.

Darnell was always teasing me.

Kioshi was & friend of my
brother’s-—and a big pest.

T couldn’t enjoy P.E. class at all
that morning. And when we came back
10 the room, there was a folded piece of
paper on my desk! 1 opened my math
book, then held the note in my lap to
open it. It turned out to be a picture
drawn in pencil.

“What does it say?” whispered

Inez.

[ studied the picture for a

minute. A girl with horns on her head
was standing in the middle of the page. The w
In spelling, we learned that arrogani means you have an

ord arrogant was written in a balloon coming from her mouth.
T'm-better-than-everybody-else attitude.

At the boitom, printed neatly (just like the notet), was my name!

1 passed the paper to Inez. She looked at it, then at me. I could see she was thinking the same thing ]

was: Who could hate me so much?

] asked myself that question over and over all morning.

Maybe it was Walter. He turned around once and gave me a
because I kicked his chair, :

Leon looked at me one time, too. So did Vanessa. And so did Ronelle.

So did Mrs. Gould! “Tanisha, get to work!” she said.

Inez and | talked about things at lunch, but we couldn’t figure anything out.
championship of spelling!™ I cried. “1'll do better next time!”

When 1 opened my desk after lunch, another surprise was waiting

“What is i1?” asked Inez.

dirty look, but that might have been

“H wasn't the national

for me—-a small, whilc paper bag.




PARTII Released Reading Items—2007 Benchmark Grade 3

[ was afraid something really terrible was in that bag! 1 took a deep breath, opened it, and found out I

was right! Shrieking, I dropped the deadly bag and turned to Inez.
“I's . .iU's....” Igrabbed her arm and whispered, “It’s chocolatet”
Inez gasped. She knows how allergic I am to chocolate.
Tears filled my eves. “Who could be so mean?”’ I asked her. She shook her head sadly.
Other kids had gathered around us because of my shriek.
“Are you OK?” said Kioshi.
“What's wrong?” chimed Clara and Mara.
“Don’t you like candy?” asked Leon.
“What’s going on?” said Vanessa.
“Hold on just a minute!” 1 shouted. 1 turned to Leon.
Everyone looked at Leon. He blushed and put his hands in his pockets. “Because,” he said,

one who put it in there.”
“Why?' 1 demanded. “Why do you hate me?”
His mouth dropped open. “What do you mean?” he said. “I could never hate you!”
I snatched up the bag and shook it. “Like you didn’t know I'm ailergic to chocolate!”

“vou are?” he said. “I didn’t know that!”
“\What about this?” Inez shoved the picture into my hand, and I held it up..
Leon blushed again. “It’s not very good, I know,” he said. “It’s supposed to be you winning the

spelling bee. 1f only you'd spelled arrogant right, you would have won that crown!”
1 turned the picture around and looked at it. Oh, yeah. That was a CIowT, not horns.
41 1 pulled out the note and took another look at it, too. “You should have won the spelling bee.” That

didn't sound so mean anymore. It seemed nice—like 1 deserved to win or something.
Mrs. Gould came in then and chased us to our seais. “Sorry about the candy,” said Leon as he headed

“How did you know there was candy in that bag?”
“I'm the

off.
“That's OK,” 1 said. “Thanks anyway.”

As we started spelling, I felt better than I h
Fantastic!
Unbelievable!

Frightening!
And those were only the first three words on this week’s spelling list!

ad all day! Nobody hated me! In fact, somebody liked me!



3.

2.

Form mental pictures fo organize and visualize the context of the text.

(2007 = passage one ¥ 5)

5. Where is Tanisha when she discovers that
Leon wrote the note?

A. inP.E.class

B. inthe cafeteria

in her classroom

D. . on her way home

What is the author trying to get the reader to
understand in paragraph 417

A,
B.
C.

Chocolate is not healthy.

There are bullies in every class.

Students should not pass notes in class.

It is easy to believe the wrong idea
sometimes,

What makes Tanisha think that someone hates
her after she looks at the picture?

Al

*B.

C.
D.

Her name is spelled incorrectly.
Horns are drawn on the girl’s head.
The pencil drawing is not done well,

“Spelling bee” is written inside the
balloon.

7

Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal and inferential
information found in a text. (2007= passoge one # 2, 4 passage two # 13

2006= passage one # 4)

4,  Why does Tanisha think that Mara and Clara
might have given her the note?

A.

B.

*D.

She thinks the twins are angry because
she teases them,

She thinks the twins are pests and are
being mean to her.

She beat the twins in the spell-off, and
they are getting even.

She thinks the twins are upset that she
cannot tell them apart.

Drow inferences, such as conclusions or generalizations, and support them with text evidence
and/or personal experiences. (2007= passage one # 3,7 passage three # 19, C
2006 = passage one # 3, 5 passage two # 14)

7. Which question does Tanisha repeat to herself
over and over?

A.
B.
*C.

“Who drew that picture?”
“Why is the candy chocolate?”

“Who could hate me so much?”

D.  “Why is everyone laughing at me?”



Determine the purpose for reading. (2007= passage one #8 passage two # 9
2006= passage twa # 9, 12)

8. A teacher would most likely read this passage
to her class to show the importance of

A. writing notes.
B. following directions.
C.  spelling difficult words.

*D.  getting along with others.

Organize information ond events logically, (2007= passage one #6, passcoge three # 18
2006= passage one # 8, A)

6. What happened before Tanisha found the
candy on her desk?

* A, She found two notes on her desk.
B.  She said she was allergic to chocolate.
C.  She felt better about losing the spelling
bee.

D.  She figured out that the homns were a
Crown,



Describe in own words new information gained from texts and relate it to prior knowledge.
(2007 = passage one A}

EADING OPEN-RESPONSE ITEMA .

A. The setting is where the events of a story take place. Identify the setting of this passage. Use three details
from the passage that support your response.

SCORE DESCRIPTION

4 The response accurately identifies the selting as a school or classroom and uses three details
from the passage to support the response.
The response accurately identifies the setting as a school or classroom and uses two details
from the passage to support the response.

3 OR
The response does not specifically identify the setting but lists three details from the passage

| to indicate an understanding of the setting.

The response accurately identifies the setting as a school or classroom and uses one detail
from the passage to support the response.

2 OR
The response does not specifically identify the setling but lists two details from the passage
to indicate an understanding of the setting.
The response accurately identifies the setting as a school or classroorm.

i OR
The response does not identify the setting but lists a detail from the passage that indicates an
understanding of the setting.

0 The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. There is no evidence that the student
understands the task, or the response may be off-topic.

B Blank—No Response. A score of “B” will be reported as “NA.” (No attempt to answer the
item. Score of “0” assigned for the item.)

Identify language and literary devices, including mood. (2007= passage one #1
2006= passage one ¥# 1,6}

1. Which sentence best describes Tanisha's
mood at the beginning of the passage?

A. Tanisha is angry because of Miles’
pranks.

B. Tanisha is bored with her friends at
school.

* C.  Tanisha is upset about not winning the
spelling bee.

D. Tanisha is curious about how she iost
the spelling bee.
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Read the following passage, which describes nwo bobsledding siblings. Then answer multiple-choice questions

9 through 16 and open-response question B,

@Hﬁ@@w Siblings

by Sandra Weber

It took less than 37 seconds for Blaise
Bryant and his sister, Joy, to win a gold

medal. That’s how fast the remarkable eight-

and nine-year-old duo blazed down the
bobsled course, taking first place in the
PeeWee lightweight division (under age 12)
at the Empire State Games in New York.

“We were going like mean
machines,” says Blaise. “We were so fast
that the catchers at the end of the track
almost couldn’t catch us.” Blaise, who likes
to be called “Hurricane,” was the driver. He
steered the sled through the icy corners at
speeds up to 30 mph. Not an easy task for
any eight-year-old, but Blaise was born
blind. {See “Driving by the Numbers.”)

While Blaise drove the sled, Joy sat
behind him. Her job this time was to keep
her head tucked down and trust the driver.
She would rather have been driving, but it
was Blaise’s turn.

This was Blaise’s second year of
bobsled racing and Joy’s third year. They
learned to ride at the youth bobsled program
held at Mount Van Hoevenberg near Lake
Placid, New York. Twice a week, they
practice on the same frozen track used in the
1932 and 1980 Olympic Games.

The facility provides the special
small-sized bobsleds. Each rider must bring

their own gear: a helmet, long pants, and
heavy socks with sport boots.

Joy says it is important to stretch and
warm up before you climb into the sled. In
the PeeWee division, the riders do not run
and push the sled, as older racers do.
Instead, the driver and passenger sit in the
sled and an official pushes them onto the
track.

Then it’s the driver’s job to get the
sled down the quarter-mile track as fast as
possible. You steer with ropes. But if you
pull too hard you will lose time on the curve.
If you don’t pull hard enough you’ll hit the
top of the curve, and maybe crash.

Joy and Blaise ride with other
sledders during practice. Joy especially likes
riding with other girls. But when it came
time for the championship race, she teamed
with her brother. Blaise says that Joy is his
biggest helper on and off the track.

Why do they like bobsledding? Joy
says, “I just like it. I like being with my
friends.” Blaise simply grins and says one

word: “Speed.”
He adds, “I’ve never crashed a

bobsled yet.” But he recalls the day a sled
rolled over during practice. “The boy got up
and told his dad he didn’t ever want to
bobsled again.”




PART II  Released Reading Items—2007 Benchmark Grade 3

During the warmer months, Joy and
Blaise practice with their dad. He made a
small run on a hill at the high school. They
slide on a small sled with wheels. They also
keep fit by jumping and flipping on their
trampoline and swimming on the local team,

What is their next goal? To win even
more gold medals at the Empire State

Games.

Driving by the Numbers

Blaise loves math. He uses numbers,
rather than his eyes, to drive the bobsled.

“My dad rode with me the first time
down the track,” says Blaise. “I counted
while he told me when to turn right or left.”
That’s all it took for Blaise to learn the
course.

Now when the sled is pushed off,
Blaise holds the sled’s steering ropes and
starts counting. He remembers the length of
the straightaways and the steepness of the

corners. And he feels the track curving,

If he senses the track going up on the
teft, he knows he has to turn right. He pulis
lightly on the left rope to steer the bobsled
through the curve.

When he wants to turn left, he pulls
lightly on the right rope.




Make connections from text to world during reading. (2007= passage two # B,
passage three # 17)

B. For Blaise, one of the best things about bobsledding is going fas

{. Give three details from the passage that

describe bobsledding as a fast sport.

 RUBRIC FOR READING OPEN-RESPONSE ITEMB_

S5CORE DESCRIPTION

4 The response gives three details from the passage that describe the speed of bobsledding.

3 The response gives two details from the passage that describe the speed of bobsledding.

2 The response gives one detail from the passage that describes the speed of bobsledding.
The response restates that bobsledding is a fast sport or that Blaise likes to go fast on the
bobsled, but offers no details from the passage that describe the speed of bobsledding.

1 OR
The response describes bobsledding as a fast sport giving a plausible reason that is not
referenced in the passage.

0 The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. There is no evidence that the student
understands the task, or the response may be off-topic.

B Blank—No Response. A score of “B” will be reported as “NA.” (No attempt to answer the
itern. Score of “0” assigned for the item.)

Generate questions and check the test for answers, (2007= passage two # 15 2006= passage
one # 2 passage two ¥ 15, passage three # 20,21, € open response)

15.  Which question could the section “Driving by
the Numbers” help the reader answer?

A. How often do Blaise and Joy practice?

* 3.  Who helped Blaise learn to steer the
bobsled?

C. How many medals has Blaise won for
bobstedding?

D.  Why do Blaise and Joy swim on the
Jocal swim team?




Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal and inferential
information found in a text. (2007= passoge one # 2, 4 possage two # 13

2006= passage one # 4)
13. The word that best describes Blaise and Joy in
this passage is

* A, determined.

B. honest
C. gentle.
D.  shy.

Discuss why an author may have selected particular words or phrases. (2007= passoge two # 10)

108. The passage is most likely called “Slippery
Siblings™ because Blaise and Joy

A. practice twice a week.
*B. race bobsleds on icy courses.
C.  are members of the PeeWee division.

D.  wear boots that make them fall down.

Determine the purpose for reading. (2007= passage one #8 passage two # 9

2006= passage twe # 9, 12}

' 9.  Why would a teacher most likely read this
passage to students?

A. 1o persuade them to become champion
bobsledders

B.  to show them where to find the best
bobsled teachers

*C.  to show them how a boy overcame a
physical challenge

D.  to explain why bobsledding is good
exercise for children



Summarize a story. (2007= passage two # 11)

11. This passage is mostly about

* A, avyoung bobsledder who is blind.
B. the Empire State Games in New York.

C. agirl who loves sledding with her
friends.

D.  the youth bobsled program in Lake
Placid.

VARIETY OF TEXT
Use graphic organizer, including character webs and K-W-L charts, to make meaning of the

reading selection, (2007= passage two # 12, passage three ¥ 21 2006= passage one #7)

12. Which phrase best completes the graphic
organizer below?

A. Isafraid to go too fast
Bobsleds only with Joy

Calls his sister “Hurricane”

0w

#*D. [as never crashed a bobsled



YOCABULARY, WORD STUDY, AND FLUENCY
Use context clues to determine the precise meaning of new words. (2007= passage two # 14

passage three # 20 2006= passage two # 11 passage three # 17 18)

14.  In paragraph 6, the official is

A, the driver of the bobsled during the race.

*B.  an expert who helps with the bobsled
races.

C.  asmall bobsled used in the PeeWee
division.

D.  the passenger who sits in the back of the
sled.

Recognize the relationship between o pronoun end its referent. (2007= passage two # 16

2006= passage two ¥ 16)
16. In paragraph 6, the pronoun them refers to

A.  the older racers.
B. the PeeWee divisions.
C.  the small-sized bobsleds.

*D. the driver and passenger.








































































