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CONTENT STANDARDS

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS

9. COMPREHENSION: Students
shall apply a variety of strategies
to read and comprehend printed
material.

1. Organize prior knowledge and new information to make meaning of o
text. (4)

4. Revise mental pictures based on information from the text. (1)

5. Generate questions that reflect active engagement in the text. (8)

B, 2006

| 7. Infer the purpose of the text to expand comprehension. (4)

8. Describe how vhe author's purpose determines the choice of language
and information in a text. (4)
9. Use inferences to expond understanding of the content know!edge

(10} A and C, 2007
10. Sort relevant and irrelevant information based on the purpose of
reading. {3)

11. Read o text for variety of purposes. {2) A, 2006

12. Summarize content of selection, identifying imporfont details and
providing details for each important idea. (5) C, 2006 B, 2007

10. VARIETY OF TEXTS:
Students shall reod, exemine, and
respond to a wide range of texts
for a variety of purposes

6. Use graphic organizers, including main idea/detail maps and outlines,
to moke meaning of the reading selection. (6)

12. Identify and compare the stary elements of mysteries and realistic
fiction. (1)

14. Identify language end literary devices, including tone. (1)

19. Utilize functional texts, including brochures, newspaper articles, and
magazines, to accomplish tasks. {1}

11. VOCABULARY, WORD STUDY,

AND FLUENCY: Students shall
acquire and opply skills in
vocabulary development and word

analysis to be able to read fluently.

1. Use context clues to defermine the precise meaning of new

words., (4)
9. Use word-reference materials, including the glossary, dictionary, and

thesaurus, to make meaning of unknown words. (1}
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Read the following passage about a kidnapped princess. Then answer multiple-choice questions 1 through 8§
and open-response question A.

Once, long ago, Good King Bern ruled
a great kingdom. He and his daughter, the
wise and beautiful Princess Sara of the long,
shining hair, lived in Castle Bor.

Because King Bern was very afraid
that his daughter might be lost or hurt, he
would not allow her to leave Castle Bor.

One morning, a note was found in the
princess’s bedroom. It said, “I have been
captured by the dread dragon Lightning.
Sincerely, Princess Sara.”

Good King Bemn called all of the knights in the kingdom to Castle Bor. “Brave knights,”
he said, “my daughter has been kidnapped by the dread dragon Lightning. Who among you will
rescue my wise and beautiful princess?” ' |

All of the knights raised their swords. One very tall knight stepped forward. It was
Sir Reginald the Strong. “We will bring her back to you, Sire,” shouted Sir Reginald.

Suddenly, another knight arrived. He was very short, and his armor didn’t fit very well.
The knight stepped up beside Sir Reginald and laid his sword before the king.

“T am Sir Aras the Small,” the knight said, bowing. The other knights laughed.

8 Good King Bern held up his hand. “Laugh not at any knight who has the courage to face

the dread dragon Lightning,” he said.
9 Now, it was said throughout the kingdom that the dragon could melt any opponent with

ease. The truth, though, was that the dragon had made up that story himself to keep knights
from bothering him with their challenges. Actually, melting people always upset his stomach.
So on the day the knights came to rescue the princess, the dragon simply picked up each
one and dropped him into a huge cage with thick, metal bars,
“I will defeat you!” shouted Sir Reginald when his turn came. But even he was dropped

into the cage, shining armor and all.

Soon only Sir Aras the Small remained. The small knight put away his sword and
walked up to the dread dragon Lightning.

“Why have you caged these knights?” asked Sir Aras.

“They wanted to defeat me,” the dragon said.

“Noble dragon,” said Sir Aras, bowing. “If I can end these challenges, will you return

these knights to their king?”
The dragon rumbled for a few minutes, thinking. “Agreed,” he said at last.

by Leanne M. Pankuch
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And so, Sir Aras the Small led the dread dragon Lightning, pulling the cage full of

defeated knights, back to King Bemn.

“But what of my daughter?” the
king shouted. ,

Sir Aras bowed his head and
removed his helmet. Long, shining hair
tumbled out.

“Princess Saral” the king cried.

“I’m sorry, Father,” said the
princess. “I wanted to prove that I could
take care of myself. Please let me leave
the castle. I want to see more of our
beautiful kingdom.”

“Of course,” said the king.

“And will you also order the dread
dragon Lightning free from any knight’s
challenge?” the princess asked.

“I suppose s0,” said the king, who was still a bit afraid of the dragon.

In the years to come, Princess Sara and Lightning—nobody called him “dread” any
longer-—became great friends. Together, they had many adventures and, of course, lived

happily ever after.

COMPREHENSION
Organize prior knowledge and new information to make meaning of a text.
(2007= passage one # 1 passage three #23 2006= passage two #15, passage three #17)

i. ‘Why did the author use the words “of course”
in the last sentence of the passage?

A.  Princesses always love adventure,

B.  The princess and the dragon were
unusual friends.

" C. Princesses usually live happily ever afier
in stories.



Revise mental pictures based on information from the text, (2007= passage one # 5)

5. The last sentence in paragraph 9 staics,
“Actually, melting peopie always upset his
stomach.” Why does the author most likely
include this sentence in the passage?

A, to make the dragon sound meaner
*B. to make the dragon seem less scary

C.  tosuggest that dragons have sensitive
stomachs

D.  to show that the dragon is afraid of the
knights’ challenges

Generate questions that reflect active engagement in the text. (2007= passage cne # 7
passage two # 10,14 passcge three # 18 2006= passage two # 9,10, 14, B cpen respense)

7. According to paragraph 8, how does King
Bermn respond when the knights laugh at Sir
Aras the Small?

A.  He tells the knights to have courage.
*B. He tells the kaights to stop laughing.

C.  Hetells the knights that Sir Aras is
really the princess.

D.  He tells the knights that they must face
the dread dragon Lightning.

Infer the purpose of the texi to expand comprehension. (2007= passage one # 6
. 2006= passage one # 3 passage two ¥ 16)

6. This passage is most likely intended to

* A, amuse the reader,
B.  persuade the reader to visit Castle Bor.

C.  describe how knights used to defeat
dragons.

D, compare King Bern to the dragon
Lightning.



Use inferences o expand understanding of the content knowledge. (2007= passage one #2 A
passage three # 19, 24, ¢ 2006= passage one # 2,6  Passage three # 18,20,22)

2. Which statement about the king is supported
by the passage?
A. He was a lonely man.
*B. He loved his daughter.
C.  He wanted to challenge the dragon.

D.  He knew that Sir Aras was Princess Sara
all along.

The cause and effect map below is missing the effects. Describe one effect for each cause. Use specific
information from the passage {o support your responses.

Cause Effect

1. The king worried about Princess Sara’s safety.

7 Sir Aras wore armor that did not it well.

3. Sir Reginald went to rescue the princess.

4. Princess Sara saved the knights from the dragon.

BE SURE TO LABEL YOUR RESPONSES 1, 2, 3, AND 4.

" RUBRIC FOR READING OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM A

SCORE DESCRIPTION

4 The response correctly describes one effect for each of the four causes using details from the
passage to support the response.

3 The response correctly describes three of the effects using details from the passage to
support the response.

5 The response correctly describes two of the effects using details from the passage to support
the response.

1 The response correctly describes one of the effects using details from the passage 10 support

' the response or shows some understanding of the passage.
The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. There is no evidence that the student

0 -
undetstands the task, or the response may be off-topic.

B Blank—No Response. A score of “B” will be reported as “NA.” (No attempt to answer the
jlem. Scorc of “0” assigned for the item.)




i idi il each
Summarize content of selection, identifying important details and providing detaiis for

= #8
important idea. (2007= possoge one #3 passage two # 11, B 2006~ passage one

passage three # C open response)

3. Which fact is most important to the plot of the
passage?
A.  The princess has very long hair.
*B.  The princess pretends to be a knight.
C.  The dragon is good at fighting knights.
D.  The dragon is afraid of melting people.



VARIETY OF TEXTS
Use graphic organizers, including main idea/detail maps and outlines, to make meoning of the
reading selection. (2007= passage one # 4, 8 passage two #f 13, passage three # 17,21
2006= passage three # 24)

4. The graphic organizer below shows the order

of events as they happened in the passage.

King Bern finds a note.

v

Lightning throws the knights

In a cage.

Princess Sara shows King Bern
that she was Sir Aras all along.

Which sentence correctly completes the
graphic organizer?

A. Many of the knights laughed at Sir Aras
the Small.

B. King Bern asked the knights to rescue
his daughter.

C. Princess Sara and Lightning became
great friends.

*D.  Sir Aras asked the dragon to return the
knights to the king.

8.  Which sentence best fits into the empty box?

Knights _
The princess is volunteer .
P —> ] P ?
kidnapped. 1o rescue the
princess.

A. The king finds a note from his daughter.
B. The wise and beautiful Princess Sara is born.
C. The king will not let the princess leave the castle.

* 13, The princess brings the dragon back Lo the castle.
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Read the following passage about the creation of a set of bronze statues. Then answer multiple-choice questions
9 through 16 and open-response gquestion B.

o £
O O EC '3»-“"%
et

BY PAMELA WATERMAN

What has eighteen legs, shines in the sun, and loves children? A set of eight bronze
duckling statues with their mother, that’s what! They are made for hugging, climbing on, and
“feeding.” They were created by the sculptor Nancy Schon (pronounced shern). She based
them on the ducklings in the famous children’s book Make Way for Ducklings.

2 The ducklings in the book hatched from the drawing pencil of author Robert McCloskey
back in 1941. In the story, the ducklings followed their proud mother around the Public Garden
in Boston, Massachusetts. They learned to “walk in a line, to come when they were called, and
to keep a safe distance from bikes and scooters and other things with wheels.” But the duckling
statues started in a very different way almost fifty years later.

Ms. Schon, who had been making sculptures of people for years, noticed that children
love to play with animal statues. At the same time, the six-year-old twin boys of an English
friend of hers visited the Public Garden. They had read Make Way for Duckiings, and they were
puzzled. “Mummy, where are the ducks?” they asked.

Ms. Schon’s friend suggested that she bring the famous little birds to life. Mr. McCloskey
himself was delighted with the idea. He encouraged the sculptor to start by copying his own

drawings.

“Just to be different, I chose eight of the poses of the ducks that I liked best,” explains
Ms. Schén. She then lined them up behind Mrs. Mallard. She wanted to remind people how the
ducklings in the book waddled from the Charles River, across busy Beacon Street, and right

into the Public Garden.

Deciding how big the ducks should be was an important question. Mr. McCloskey
himself came to the art studio to help. To get a better look, they dragged the clay models outside
on a snowy February day. Just then a group of children at the preschool next door came out and

stopped short in surprise.
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Ms. Schon laughs as she remembers. “The children came running and screaming and
started to pat and hug them. It was so exciting!” There was no doubt now—the ducklings were
perfect. The bronze statues were ready to be made.

In October 1987, two large and sixteen small webbed feet lined up and came to stay in
the Boston Public Garden. Mrs. Mallard stands more than three feet tall, and her children—
“Jack, then Kack, and then Lack, followed by Mack and Nack and Ouack and Pack and
Quack”—trail proudly behind her, waddling on old rounded Boston cobblestones. Their bright
eyes sparkle, inviting children of all ages to touch, hug, and play with them, just as Ms. Schon
wanted.

Genernﬂ.a questions that reflect active engagement in the text. (2007= passage one # 7
?ossuge two # 10,14 passage three # 18 2006= passage two # 9,10, 14, B open response)

10. Howdid I;?ancy Schén decide on the poses for 14, Who first suggested that Nancy Schén create
the ducks? statues of the ducklings?
A. She modeled them after real ducks. A, her children
B. Sge fet Robert McCloskey pick the B Robert McCloskey
poses.

+ . an English friend of hers

* C.  She picked her favorite poses from the .
D.  directors of the Boston Public Garden

book.

D.  She let the preschool children decide
what they liked.

Infer the purpose of the fext fo expond comprehension. (2007= passage one # 6
passage two # 15 2006= passage one # 3 passage twe # 16)

15. What is the main purpose of this passage?

A. 1o convince children to read Make Way
Jfor Ducklings

B. to show the reader how to make lifelike
statues of ducklings

C. 1o highlight reasons children enjoy
playing with animal statues

+D. to explain how the duckling statues
came to the Boston Public Garden



Deseribe how the author's purpose determines the choice of language and information in o text.
(2007= passage two # 9, 12, 16 2006= passage three # 21)

9. What does the first sentence in paragraph 2 12, The title “Ducklings € H 0 B
mean? . ings Come Home to Boston™
refers to
*A.  Robert McCloskey drew the pictures in A. Robert McCloskey’s pet duckli
. ] 5 pet ducklings.

Make Way for Ducklings.

B. Robert McCloskey's duck had ducklings
while he was writing a book. C.  the ducklings that swim in the Charles

River.

*B.  Nancy Schon’s sculptures of ducklings.

C. Robert McCloskey sculpted the
ducklings in the Boston Public Garden. D.  the ducklings that return to Boston each

D. Robert McCloskey’s Make Way for spring.
Ducklings is a well-known children’s
book.

16. The most likely purpose of the first question
in the passage is to

* A, make the reader curious.
B.  make fun of the duckling statues.

C. show that the author has a sense of
humor.

D.  show that Make Way for Duckiings is a
children’s book.

fying important details and providing details for each

Summarize content of seiection, identi
#3 passage two # 11, B 2006= passage one # 8

importent idea. (2007= possage one
passage three # C open response)

11.  Which statement best sumnarizes the
passage?

A.  An artist draws ducklings in a famous

children’s book.

B. The Boston Public Garden is an
interesting place to visit.

C.  Children find some lost ducklings in the
Boston Public Garden.

£, A sculptor creates statues based on a
well-known children’s book.

PR .
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Summarize content of selection, identifying important details and providing details for each
important idea. (2007= passage one #3 passage two # 11, B 2006= passage one # 8
passage three # C open response)

B. Both Robert McCloskey and Nancy Schan created works that have something to do with ducks.

1. Explain one way their works are alike and provide one example from the passage to support your
answer.

2. Explain one way their works are different and provide one example from the passage to support
YOur answer.

RE SURE TO LABEL YOUR RESPONSES 1 AND 2.

SCORE

DESCRIPTION

The response provides a description of how the two people’s works are alike and how they
are different, and uses one example from the passage to support the similarity and one
example to support the difference, '

The response provides a description of how the two people’s works are alike and how they
are different, and uses one example from the passage to support either the similarity or

difference.

Response provides a description of how the two people’s works are alike and uses one
example from the passage to support the similarity.

OR
The response provides a description of how the two people’s works are different and uses
one example from the passage to support the difference.

' OR

The response provides a description of how the two people are alike and how they are
different but provides no examples in support.

OR
The response gives two examples that show how they are alike or different without explicitly
stating the similarity or difference.

The response provides a description of how the two people’s works are alike.
OR
The response provides a description of how the two people’s works are different.
OR
The response gives an example that shows how they are alike or different without explicitly
stating the similarity or difference.

0

The response is totally incorrect or irrelcvant. There is no evidence that the student
understands the task, or the response may be off-topic.

Blank—No Response. A score of “B” will be reported as “NA.” (No attempt to answer the
item. Score of “0” assigned for the item.)




VARIETY OF TEXTS
Use graphic organizers, including main idea/detail maps and outlines, to make meaning of the

reading selection. (2007= passage one # 4, B passage two # 13,

2006= puassage three # 24)

13.  Which sentence best completes the graphic organizer below?

194 1: Make Way for 3 9 b

Ducklings is published.

The ducklings cross Beacon Street to pose for the statues.

Robert McCloskey donates the statues to Boston Public Garden.

" The February snowstorm ruins the clay models of the ducklings.
Nancy Schon copies Robert McCloskey’s drawings of the ducklings.

passage three # 17,21

1987: Duckling
statues are compleled.
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Read the following passage, which describes how to make a balloon-powered car. Then answer multiple-choice
questions 17 through 24 and open-response question C.

BABIOUNICAR

Make and race a balloon-powered car!

What You Need

s paper cup (hot-beverage cup made of sturdy cardboard)
® scissors

s pencil

e plastic drinking straw
* 2 wooden spools

e 2 small rubber bands
e balloon

Car Body | 2
1 Cat out half of the cup.

2 Using a pencil, poke a hole in the
center of the cup bottom. (The neck of
a balloon will go through this hole.)

3 Using a pencil, poke 2 holes in the
sides of the cup.

Wheels

4 Insert a straw through the holes on
the side of the cup. Then, slide a spool
on each end of the straw. The spools
should touch the ground. If they don’t, change the position of the holes for the straw.

5 Wrap a rubber band around the end of each straw. The rubber bands will keep the spools
from sliding off.









































































