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CONTENT STANDARDS

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS

9. COMPREHENSION: Students shall
apply a variety of strategies to read and
comprehend printed material.

1. Use previewing, activating prior knowledge, predicting content of
text, formulating questions, and establishing purposes for reading. (1)
6. Connect own background knowledge and personal experience to make
inferences and o respond to new information presented in the text.
(2) €, 2006 B, 2007

7. Make inferences supported by a character’s thoughts, words and
actions, or the narrator’'s description. (3)

8. Analyze literary elements of character, plot, setting. (2) A, 2007
10. Distinguish among the facts and inferences supported by evidence
and opinions in text. (1)

11, Use such comprehension strategies as establishing purpose,
inferring, and summarizing to determing sssential information. (4)

12. Identify main ideas and supporting evidence in short reading
passages, (6) €, 2007

13. Use the text features to locate and recall information, with
emphasis on fonts/effects and illustrations/photographs, (3)

16, Scan materials to locate specific information. (4)

1%, Summarize information including main idea and significant
supporting details. (1)

20. Evaluate a character's decisionfaction. (1)

21. Evaluate a personal, social, and political issues as presented in the
text, (1} B, 2006

10. VARIETY OF TEXTS: Students
shall read, examine, and respond 1o a
wide range of texts for a variety of
purposes

4. Read a variety of informational text, including textbooks,
newspapers, magazines, and other instructional materials. (4)

5. Identify couse/effect and problem/solution relationships, (3)

A, 2006

8. Locate information to support opinions, predictions & conclusions. (2)
10. Read a variety of literature, including historical fiction, biography,
and realistic fiction. (1}

11. VOCABULARY, WORD STUDY, AND
FLUENCY: Students shall acquire and

apply skills in vocabulary development and
word analysis to be able to read fluently.

4. Use knowledge of root words and offixes and word relationships to
determine meaning. (3)

5. Use context to determine the meaning of multiple-meaning

words. (2)

8. Tdentify figurative language such as idioms, similes, and
metaphors. (3)

10, Use context clues to select appropriate dictionary definitions. (&)
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PARTII Released Reading Items—2007 Benchmark Grade 5§

Read the following passage, then answer multiple-choice questions 1 through 8 and open-response question A.

My Mom Hates to Cook

by Ann Harth

My mom hates to cook. She’d rather tinker with her motoreycle or practice knot tying for rock
climbing. She also spends a lot of time with me.

2 Every morning Mom takes me to school. Iput on my purple helmet and climb into The Beast. (When I
was born, Mom added a sidecar to her radiant red Harley Davidson.)

I don’t mind it except that I can’t finish my homework on the way to school like other kids can. Also, I
usually arrive looking like I just stepped off a roller coaster. Wind and purple helmets don’t help the hair much.

Mom’s passion, after me and her Harley, is climbing. I would say “rock climbing,” but we don’t have
any large rocks or mountains nearby. Mom has to improvise.

5 Occasionally I’ll come home to find her scaling the side of
the house. “Hi, honey!” she’ll yell, waving madly. My mom’s
voice really carries, especially when I'm with a large group of
kids.

I used to feel embarrassed that my mom was so different.
She’d even try to blend in for my sake. She stopped singing
Beatles songs and pretending to play the bass while she waited for
me afier school. She practiced her cartwheels in our backyard
instead of on the football field. Those were little things, but 1
knew that she was trying.

Now I’ve come to appreciate Mom for who she is~and
not just because she’s a hero.

1t all started with a cooking project. Every student in
Mrs. Maitland’s home-economics class was supposed to create an
original dish, then present it at school the following Tuesday
morning. [ begged Mom to help me. She pave in, but not until I promised to help her wax The Beast.

9 We spent hours in the kitchen. We tried jelly-filled hot dogs and noodleless lasagna, baked ham with
chocolate sauce, and hard-boiled eggs rolled in coconut. We eventually agreed on chocolate cake with bright-
green peppermint frosting. I was satisfied. It beat hot dogs, anyway.

The big day came. Our parents were supposed to bring our culinary delights to the classroom at eleven
o’clock. As Mom dropped me off that moming, I tied strings around her fingers and made her repeat, “I will
not forget the cake. I will not forget the cake.” 1 watched her muttering it as she chugged away.

After math, we all filed up to the third floor. 1 looked around for Mom. She wasn’t there.

Sammy Pingle’s father had brought some sort of chicken dish. Pamela Bean and her aunt had a pitcher
of liquid with lemons floating in it. Janet Greely and her mom proudly stood near an enormous fruit salad
topped with little marshmallows. Where are you, Mom? 1 wondered.

The minutes ticked by. More grown-ups appeared, brandishing more tasty dishes. Finally I heard the
distant roar of The Beast. 1raced to the window. I slumped. Mom was empty-handed!

i met her at the door.

“You forgot it, didn’t you?”

Mom’s eyes opened wide.

“I’m sor—-" She couldn’t finish her apology; a clanging alarm cut her off,
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PARTII  Released Reading Items—2007 Benchmark Grade 5

Mrs. Maitland yelled, “Fire! This is not a drill! Everyone out of the building!”

We all headed for the stairs,

We found out later that Misty Branden’s older brother had been heating oil for popcorn. He’d started
talking to Timothy Smythe’s older sister and had forgotten about the hot oil. When Misty came to put caramel
on her popped corn, there were flames leaping from the pan.

Everyone piled into the parking lot. Smoke started to curl out of one of the third-floor windows. Mom
held my hand tightly. T forgot about my cake. '

As Mrs. Maitland was taking attendance, we heard a scream. We looked up and saw Shannon Patterson
peering out the window of the room next to the fire.

“Help!” she cried out. “P’'m trapped!”

Mom disappeared. She grabbed her climbing gear from The Beast and strode toward the building. She
scaled the huge pine tree next to the school. At the top, she started to throw her weight back and forth. The tree
swung toward the window, and she hopped onto the ledge and into the building.

Mom'’s ropes flew as she created a harness. She secured one end, then lowered a shaky Shannon safely
to the ground.

“Release the harness!” she yelled. ‘

I found myself at the bottom of the rope, remembering all the knotting and unknotting lessons 1’d had.
As soon as Shannon was free, Mom pulled the rope up quickly. She rappelled down the side of the building
while everyone cheered. As she reached the ground, I heard her softly humming “Yellow Submarine.” 1
couldn’t stop grinning.

Who cares if my mom hates to cook?

Use prjevfewing, activating prior knowledge, predicting content of text, formulating questions, and
establishing purposes for reading. (2007= passage one #4) “ - '

4. Who would benefit most from reading this
passage? :

A. someone who wants to learn to climb
rocks

*B. afriend embarrassed by a parent’s
behavior

C.  teachers who need to know what to do in
case of a fire '

D.  parents trying to persuade a child to use
good manners

Make.inferences supported by a character’s thoughts, words, and actions, or the narrator’s
description. (2007= passage one # 5 passage two # © possage three # 21)

5. Which quality best desc

ribes the narrator’
mother? or's

*A.  stands ot
B.  works hard
C.  avoids danger

D.  enjoys readin g



Analyze literary efements of character, plot, and setting. ( 2007= passage one # A
2006= passage two # 10)

A. What did the narrator learn about being different? How will this understanding affect the narrator’s
relationship with her mother? Support your response with two details from the passage.

SCORE DESCRIPTION
The response states what the narrator learned about being different, tells how the narrator’s
4 | relationship with her mother will be affected, and provides two details from the passage for
support.
The response states what the narrator learned about being different, tells how the narrator’s
relationship with her mother will be affected, and provides one deta:f from the passage for
support.
OR -
3 The response states what the narrator learned about being different and provides two details
from the passage for support.
OR
The response tells how the narrator’s relationship with her mother will be affected and
provides two details from the passage for support. .
The response states what the narrator learned about being different. and tells how the
narrator’s relationship with her mother will be affected.
, OR _ 5
2 The response states what the narrator learned about being different and provides one detail
from the passage for support.
OR
The response tells how the narrator’s relationship with her mother will be affected and
provides one detail from the passage for support.
The response states what the narrator learned about being different.
OR :
1 The response tells how the narrator’s relationship with her mother will be affected.
OR :
The response provides a detail that shows some understanding of the passage.
0 The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. There is no evidence that the student
understands the task, or the response may be off-topic.
B Blank—No Response. A score of “B” will be reported as “NA.” (No attemp! to answer the
item. Score of “0” assigned for the item.)




Use such comprehension strategies as establishi i

t hen: ng purpose, inferring, and izi
determine essential information. (2007-= passage one # 2 pnssugz tm:;m!;;r-zmg "
2006= passage two # 13, passage three # 24)

2. What is the purpose of this passage?

A. to share unusual cake recipes
B. to increase the use of motorcycles

* . to demonstrate that everyone has special
skills

D. to warn students of the dangers of
cooking with oil

Tdentify main ideas and supporting evidence in short reading passages. (2007= passoge one #8
passage two # 11, 12 passage three # C 2006= passage one # 5 passaoge three # 19)

8. What is this passage mainly about?

A. the many jobs moms have
B. how climbing can save lives
C. the dangers of cooking with oil

* ). apprecialing parents just as they are

Evaluate @ character's decision/action. (2007= passage one #1)

1. What is the most likely reason the narrator
hears the Beatles song “Yellow Submarine” as
Mom reaches the ground?

* A, Mom likes to sing songs that the Beatles
recorded.

B. Mom’s Harley Davidson resembles a
yellow submarine.

C. Mom’s rock climbing club always sings
it after a rescue.

D. Mom thinks that Shannon Patterson’s
favorite color is yellow.



VOCABULARY, WORD STUDY, AND FLUENCY
Use knowledge of root words and affixes and word relationships to determine meaning.
(2007= passage one #3 passoge three # 23  2006= passage three # 22)

3. One of the cooking experiments included
noodleless lasagna (paragraph 9). Which
description most likely describes its
appearance?

* A, sauce and meat, without noodles
B. layered sauce, meat, and noodles

C. sauce and meat on top of noodles

D. sauce, meat, and noodles chopped
together

Use context clues to select appropriste dictionary definitions. (2007= passuge' one # 6,7
passage two # 16 2006= passage one #3 passage two # 15, passage three # 18)

6.  What does radiant mean in paragraph 27 7. Which word is a synonym for scaling as it is
‘ ' used in paragraph 57 :
A. pale
*B.  bright A.  cleaning
C. demcd *RB, climbing

D. powerful C.  weighing

D.  measuring



PARTII Released Reading Items—2007 Benchmark Grade 5

Read the following passage about the trampoline. Then answer multiple-choice questions 9 through 16 and
open-response question B. '

The Invention of fhé

. by Steven Caney

The trampoline was invented by a gifted young gymnast named George Nissen, who came from Cedar
Rapids, Jowa. As a child, Nissen had fun jumping up and down on the big bed in his family’s guest room.
Growing up during the 1920s, young George would go to the circus and watch with amazement and fear as the
high-wire performers ended their daring acts by diving into tife barely visible safety net far below. George was
especially excited when the bouncing performers, instead of chmsily‘n'jring to stop bouncing, did special tricks
in the air between landings on the net. They would twist around in midair, do a somersault, or even boui’z‘ce up
and off the net to a standing position on the floor. -7

2 Safety nets and “bouncing tables™ had existed for centuries in many parts of the world. Even the
Eskimos had a version: they would stretch walrus skins-acrossstakes driven deep into the ground and bounce up
and down on the taut skin just for the fun of it. More recently, and closer to home, fairs, circuses, and
vaudeville! performers sometimes used spring-and-board
bouncing tables, nets, or even mattresses as a part of the act.

One famous vaudeville comedian, Joe E. Brown, used a spring
bouncing table in two different ways. For one trick he would
jump onto the springy table and leap up onto the shoulders of
his partner. Later, Brown surprised his audience by “falling”

off the stage into the orchestra pit, only to bounce off the
rebound table set up in the pit and land back on stage, usuaily -
feet first. , .

But all these bouncing nets and bouncing tables were
awkward to use, and each one had to be constructed from
scratch. George Nissen thought it was about time to create a
standard design for a jumping table so, while still in high
school, he began his tinkering,

The inventor’s first move was to remove his father’s car
from the garage and take over the space as his workshop. Of
course, the neighbors thought he was a bit strange to be so
devoted to a project that, to them, seemed to have no practical
value. But he had caught the invention bug and he was
determined!

Nissen spent practically no money on his early
experiments. He would pick over the town dump for essential :
materials like springs, old rubber inner tubes, and scraps of iron. He also acquired an old heavy-duty sewing
machine and rebuilt it to suit his needs. For Nissen, clever thinking and scrounged” parts replaced those
materjals and tools he couldn’t afford. .

! vaudeville: stage entertainment consisting of such acts as performing animals, acrobats, comedians, dancers, and singers =
? scrounged: collected by searching for :




PARTII Released Reading Items—2007 Benchﬁlark Grade 5

Nissen analyzed all the bouncing nets and tables then available, considering bouncing from the
tumbler’s point of view plus function and durability from an engineer’s viewpoint. He then developed a list of
criteria that he wanted his design to fulfill. He wanted it to be large enough to be safe but not so large it would
take up a lot of space. He wanted his design to be strong enough to withstand all kinds of jumping, and high
enough so the bouncing surface would not hit the floor. He also wanted the jumping tablc to be easy to store,

transport, and set up.

George Nissen’s first successful model had a canvas jumping surface that was attached to a metal frame
made from the rails of his own bed Nissen used rope and strips of inner tube to connect the canvas to the frame
and give bounce to the contraption’.

Nissen put his invention to the test at a local YMCA camp, and the kids immediately flocked to the
exciting new activity. All day long, the fascinated campers lined up for turns on Nissen’s bouncing table, to the
exclusion of all other camp sports.

It was not until he bad graduated from college in 1938 that George Nissen began to devote his full time
to further developmg and promoting his new jumping invention. And when all the bugs had been worked out,
he patented* the design and trademarked® the name “trampolinet’—a takeoff on the Spanish word trampolin,
which means “diving board.” ' ) ’ -

commpnon device
patented given the right by a government to make or sell an invention

* rademarked: registered the name 1o show that the product was made by a particular company so that no other manufacturer could
use it




Connect own background knowledge and personal experience to make inferences and to respond to
new information presented in the text. (2007= passage two # B  2006= passage three # C
open respense)

B. What are two reactions people may have toward someone who is trying to create something new or
unusval? Provide two examples from the passage to support your answer,

' RUBRIC FOR READING OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM B

SCORE DESCRIPTION

The response provides two reactions to inventors and gives two examples from the passage
to support the response.

The response provides one reaction to inventors and gives two examples from the passage to
support the response.

3 OR

The response provides two reactions to inventors and gives one example from the passage to
support the response.

‘The response provides one reaction to inventors and one example from the passage to
support the response,

2 OR
The response provides two reactions to inventors.
The response provides one reaction to inventors.
1 | OR
The response gives examples from the passage that show some understanding of the passage.
0 The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. There is no evidence that the student
understands the task, or the response may be ofi-topic.
B Blank—No Response. A score of “B” will be reported as “NA.” (No attempt to answer the

item. Score of “0” assigned for the item.)

Make inferences supported by o character’s thoughts, words, and ac?ions,l or the narrator's
description. (2007= passoge one # 5 passage two' # 9 passage three # 21)

9. What personal characteristic would George
Nissen mest likely need to become a
successful inventor?

A.  impatience
*B. curiosity
C. kindness

D.  sincerity



Identify main ideas and supporting evidence in short reading passages, {2007= passage one # 8
prssage two # 11, 12 passage three # € 2006= passage one # 5 passage three # 19)

11, Why was George Nissen interested in 12. What is the main idea of the passage?
bouncing tables?

*A. A person can accomplish a lot with few

A.  He was a vaudeville comedian. resources if he or she keeps trying.
B.  He was a circus performer. ' B.  Neighbors often make negative
C.  He was an Eskimo. Jjudgments about the actions of others.
*D.  He was a gymnast, C. Money is not helpful for inventing new
products.

10.  Where would this passage most likely be

D.  Inventions should always have a
practical value.

Scan materials to lecate specific infermation. (200'?= passage two # 14,
passage three # 22,24  2006= passage two # 14)

14.  What material was used to make the jumping
surface of the first successful trampoline?
A.  ropes
B. leather
*C.  canvas

D.  inner tubes

VARIETY OF TEXTS \ . ‘

Read a variety of informational text, including textbooks, newspapers, magazines, ond other
instructional materials. (2007= passage two # 10, 15  passage three # 19

2006= passage one #8 passaoge two # 9)

15. Which would be the best resource to find

found? . additional information about George Nissen?
A.  ina newspaper article about the | 920s A. anovel about young gymnasts
B.  inan encyclopedia entry about the circus B. abook about life in the 1920s
C. ina magazine article about early C. ahistory of circus performers
Eskimos *D. anencyclopedia of inventors
*D.  ina book about twentieth-century

inventions



Use context o determine the meaning of multiple~-meaning words. (2007= passage two # 13
2006= passage ong #2)

13. Which sentence uses transport with the same
meaning it has in paragraph 67

A. My grandmother was in a transport of
happiness when we surprised her with a
visit.

*B. My father will fransport my bicycle to
my uncle’s house in the country.

C. Those students need some kind of
transport to school each morning.

D. The soldiers flew on an old transport to
get to their new base.

Use context clues to select appropriate dicﬁonﬁry definitions. (2007= poassage one # 6, 7
passage iwo # 16 2006= passage one #3 passage two # 15, passage three # 18)

16. What does taut mean as it is used in

paragraph 27

A, furry

B. dried
*C. o tight

D.  soft








































































