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CONTENT STANDARDS

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS

9. COMPREHENSION: Students shall
apply a variety of strategies to read and
comprehend printed material.

1. Use previewing, activating prior knowledge, predicting content of the
text, formulating questions, establishing purposes for reading. (2}

| 2. Infer the interrelations of text and world issues/events by applying

connection strategies. (2) B, 2007

4. Generate and prioritize questions related to universal themes to
interpret meaning. (2} A, 2006

6. Connect own background knowledge and personal experience to make
inferences and to respond to new information presented in the texi. (6)
7. Infer a character's impact on plot development, (5)

8. Infer mood of text. {2)

9. Analyze literary elements of fiction with emphasis on plot
development including conflict, rising action, climax, falling oction, and
resolution. (2}

10. Compore and contrast poinis of view such as first person, Hmited,
ond omniscient third person, ond explain the effect on the overall theme
of a literary work. (2)

11. Distinguish among stated fact, reasoned judgment, and opinion in
text., (4)

12. Identify main ideas and supporting evidence in short stories and
novels, (6} C, 2007

13. Use the text feotures to locate and recall information, with
emphosis graphics. (1)

14. Use knowledge of text structure (s} to enhance the understanding
with emphasis on problem/solution. (2)

15. Organize information, including simple outlining. (1) B, 2006

16. Use skimming, scanning, note-toking, outlining, and questioning as
study strategies. (1)

18, Evaluate the accuracy and appropriateness of the evidence used by
the author to support claims/assertions. (2) A, 2007

19, Evaluate personal, social, political issues as presented in text. (2)

10, VARIETY OF TEXTS: Students

shall read, examine, and respond to a

wide range of texts for a variety of
purposes.

4, Understand how word choice and longuage structure convey an
author's viewpoint. (6)

11, VOCABULARY, WORD STUDY, AND
FLUENCY: Students shall acquire and

apply skills in vocabulary development and
word analysis to be able to read fluently.

5. Use context to determine the meaning of multiple-meaning
words. {2)

8. Identify and explain idioms and comparisons such es anclegies,
metaphors, and similes, to infer the literal and figurative meaning of
phrases. (4} €, 2006







PART 1

Released Reading Items—2007 Benchmark Grade 7

Read the following passage, which describes a family living in an old farmhouse. Then answer nultiple-choice

guestions 1 through 8 and open-response question 4.

This @@LD House

by Elizabeth Gilbert

My father grew up in northern New York State.

My mother grew up in northern Minnesota. In my
father’s town, they used to say that there were only
three seasons: July, Avugust and winter. In my
mother’s town, winter blizzards were so savage that
cows froze to death. Which is to say, my parents are
tough people. When they married, they setled in
northern Connecticut, a location that must have
seemed positively tropical to them after their

upbringings.

In 1973, they bought a shaggy, 150-year-old
farmhouse. My grandmother wept the day we

moved in.

“How could you?” she accused my father. “How
could you bring your beautiful wife and children

into this house?”

Much of the reof was missing. The water supply
was sporadic, there were possums living in the
basement, the grass was taller than 1 was. Therefore,
one of my father’s first acts of home improvement
was to remove all the radiators from the upstairs
bedrooms. This was to save on heating costs.

Four years later, my big sister, Catherine, would

" win a Joca} essay contest with the topic “How My
Family Saves Energy.” Catherine, age 11, would
write confidently, “We hope to become a
completely energy conservative family! During our
first winter here, we spent more than 336 dollars on
828 gallons of fuel oil. This last winter, we spent
nothing on fuel oilt The bedrooms are not heated,
and sometimes we get below zero. Surprisingly,
they are quite comfortable.”

The bedrooms were not, actuaily, quite comfortable.

Clothes stored in my bedroom froze crunchy. Frost
collected in the window corners like sawdust.

Getting out of bed in the morning was like stepping
into a meat locker. People couldn’t believe how we
lived. People made jokes about our cold house,

about our scrappy little farm and our rough life. We

made no sense to people.

But then, one January day when | was about 7 years
old, it started to rain.

It must have rained for a week. We lived on 2 road
called South Plains—a swampy stretch of lowlands
considerably below the hilly center of town. The
Bantam River (a sweet little thing) passed right by
us. It might seem grand to call South Plains a river
valley, but that’s exactly what it was, as we all
discovered that January when it wouldn’t stop
raining.

The sweet little Bantam River rose. She outgrew her
banks, she outgrew her bridges. She flooded the
entirety of South Plains. Our neighborhood became
a long lake. At last, late one afternoon, the rain
stopped. The skies cleared, the sun set, That night,
the temperature dropped below freezing. And so it
happened that our neighborhood had become a vast
acreage of sterling ice. Pipes broke, power was lost.
South Plains had no heat! South Plains had no hot

water!

Well. In our house, at least, we did not panic.

My parents dressed us warmly. We put on skates.
As a family, we skated down our driveway and over
to the horse stables across the highway. We skated
through the pastures and skated over the dirt roads
and skated easily over the meadows. There was no
reason to stop skating, since the ice did not stop.
And so we skated right into the woods.

The woods had also been flooded with water, which
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was now fantastic ice. The ice was shimmering
black in some places and other places was clear and
magnifying as a lens. Rain had frozen on the trees,
sealing them up as if they were glassed. We skated
on and on. T could see the figures of my family,
glancing guick and smooth around all the trees and

branches.

The cold snap did not lift for a week. Every day we
skated through the forest. Certainly nobody was in
those woods with us. Which is a pity, because
people should have seen us then. We made a very

elegant sight. Like a ballet. This memory is 50
thrilling to me that it reads to me like myth

sometimes. Did we readly do that?

14 Still, 1 absolutely do remember what it was like

skating back toward our house. The other houses on
our street looked so stricken that week. The other
houses looked like slapped faces. But not our
house, not that week. The insulated walls, the wood
smoke, the little barn full of chickens and hay and
warm goats—all this gave out a look of practical
and assured preparedness. For once, you could see
thal very clearly about our house, particularly as
you gazed up to it on skates, Our house seemed to
bend the very cold and glinting air around it, like a
small cloud of heat.




Connect own background knowledge and personal experience to make inferences and to respond to
he text. (2007= passege one #7, possage twe # 12, 14

2006= passage two # 11,15, passage three #17)

new information presented in ¢

7. When the author compares getting out of
bed to “stepping into a meat locker™ in
paragraph 6, she is commenting on the

hedroom’s

* temperature.
B. decoration.
C. smetl
D. size.

Infer a chapacter’s im
2006= passage one # 1,6,8}

pact on plot development. (2007= passage one #5 p

assage three, # 20

5. What is the main reason the author begins the
passage by talking about Irer parents’
childhoods?

*A.

B.

This information explains their strong
characters.

They are the most important people in
the passage.

She wants them to realize what she
thinks of them.

The rest of the passage has little to do
with their lives. '

Infer mood of a text, (2007= passoge one # B passage three # 17}

8. Which of the following best describes the
mood of the passage?

A,
B.
C.
*D.

comical
gloomy
uneasy

proud



Compare and contrast peints of view such as first person, limited, and omniscient third person,
and explain the effect on the overall theme of a literary work. (2007= passage one # 2

2006z pussage one #5)
4. What is the main reason the author relies en
first-person narration?

A.  to separate her feelings from her sister’s

B. to make herself a minor character in the

passage

C. to show what happens when a child tells
a story

* D). 1o stress her role as an eyewitness to the
events

Identify main ideas and supporting evidence in short stories ond novels. (2007= passage one # 3
passage three ¢ 2006= passage one #4 passage two # 10,12,16)

3.  Which statement best describes the narrator’s
reaction to the January rain?

"A.  She thought it was funny.
B.  She wished it had never happened.

*C.  She appreciated her own unusual house
more.

D.  She became more worried about
surviving the cold.



Evaluate the accuracy and appropriateness of the evidence used by the author to support claims
and assertions. (2007= passage one # A passage two # 13)

ase “assured preparedness” to describe the house. Based on the
appropriate description of the house, using

A. In paragraph 14, the author uses the phr
passage, explain what this phrase means. Tell why this is an

two details from the passage to support your responsc.

SCORE DESCRIPTION
The response explains what the author means when she describes the look of the house as
4 “gssured preparedness” AND explains why the description is appropriate. The response uses

two details from the passage to support the explanation.

The response explains what the author means when she describes the Jook of the house as
3 “agsured preparedness” OR explains why the description is appropriate. The response uses
two details from the passage to support the explanation. ,
The response explains what the author means when she describes the look of the house as

“assured preparedness” AND explains why the description is appropriate.
OR

The response explains what the author means when she describes the look of the house as
2 “assured preparedness” OR explains why the description is appropriate AND uses one detail

from the passage to support the explanation.
OR

The response provides two details from the passage to support some aspect of the guestion,

but no explanation is given.
The response explains what the authar means when she describes the look of the house as

“assured preparedness.”

OR

1 The response explains why the deseription is appropriate.
OR

The response provides one detail from the passage to supporl some aspect of the question.
The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. There is no evidence that the student

0 understands the task, or the response may be off-topic.
B Blank—No Response. A score of “B” will be reported as “NA.” (No attempt to answer the
item. Score of “0" assigned for the item.)

Evaluate personal, social, and political issues as presented in the text. (2007= possage one #b
passage two # 15) '
6.  With which statement would the author mest
likely agree?
A.  Old houses are always comforiable.
B. Happiness depends upon being warm.
* . Hardship to some is pleasure 1o others.

D.  Bad things seldom happen to good




Understand how word chaice and languoge struciure convey on author's viewpoint.
{2007= passage one #1 passage two # 16 passage three # 18, 24
2006- passage twe # 14, possage three #21)

1. In paragraph 14, the author uses the words
“sericken” and “slapped” to describe the other
houses the week of the cold snap. What is the
most likely reason the author chose these

words?

A. toexplain why those houses had lost
power for so long

B, to show that those houses were in danger
of falling down

*C. (o emphasize how sturdy the narrator’s
house looked in comparison

D. to describe the narrator’s feelings for the
people who lived there

Identify and explain idioms ond comparisons such as enalogies, metaphors, and similes, Yo infer
the literal and figurative meaning of phrases. (2007= passage one # 4 possoge three # 23

2006= passage one #3 passage three C open response)

4. What type of figurative language is
demonstrated in the sentences below from

paragraph 97

“The sweet little Bantam River rose. She
putgrew her banks, she outgrew her bridges.
She Nlacded the entirety of South Plains.”

A.  simile
B. analogy
C. metaphor

* . persenification
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Read the following passage about an elephant named Jumbo. Then ans:

16 and open-response quesiion B.

T A Sl 3 A AICE 51 R ? aF TR Yy GNP
TEE WORLD'S FIRST

CTPERET AR

by Lauren Tarshis

On September 15, 1885, one of the world’s
most beloved celebrities died in a tragic train
accident. News of this event made the front page in
newspapers across the world. In the streets of New
York City, grown men took off their hats and wept.
In England, a distraught Queen Victoria proclaimed
that she had Jost a most dear friend, a genile giant.

This beloved hero was not a president or
king. In fact, he was not even a human being. But
he was a giant—a six-ton African elephant named
Jumbo.

Jumbo was, in the late 1800s, the most
famous creature in the world, human or animal. As
a young elephant, he was the star attraction of one
of the world’s first zoos, the London Zoological
Gardens. Queen Victoria visited him regularly and
fed him sweet rolls made by her personal chef.
Children would line up for hours in the rain for a
chance to ride for a few minutes on his back.

In 1881, Jumbo came to America after he
was purchased by ¢ircus-owner P.T. Bamum.
Barnum, a brilliant showman, made Jumbo into an
even bigger star. He called him “the colossus of
elephants, the biggest and most famous animal in
the world!” He toured Jumbo across America in
“Jumbo’s Palace Car,” a luxurious private railcar
painted red and gold. Jumbo earned millions for
Barnum, and became a true phenomenon. His
picture appeared everywhere: not only in
newspapers and magazines but on packages of
sewing thread, baking powder, cigars, and
toothpowder.

The First Pop Star

There's no doubt that Jumbo was a beautiful

animal, strong and majestic. But why did he become

so famous? He did no special tricks, couldn’t juggle

balls with his trunk or walk on two legs. In truth, he

was not even particularly huge for an African
elephant. Measuring 11 feet from the tips of his
padded toes to the tops of his wrinkly shoulders, he
was only a foot taller than an average male African
elephant.

But Jumbo was the perfect celebrity for his
times, when people were moving to cities and
looking for new kinds of entertainment, when there
was great curiosity about the patural world,
especially about exotic creatures from far-off lands
few people could hope to visit. In some ways,
Jumbo was the world’s first pop star, a Hilary Duff
with a trunk, say, or a six-ton Will Smith.

Captured by Hunters

Jumbo the elephant was born in the jungles
of Africa, in the area now known as Ethiopia.
Today, African elephants are endangered, and
hunting them is illegal. But in the mid 1800s, when
Jumbo was born, the trumpeting of elephants rang

out in all comers of the African continent, and large

herds stomped through jungles, forests, savannas,
and even deserts. People gave little thought to
preserving nature. Hunters and rich adventurers
prowled the wilds of Africa, eager to bring home
“trophies” like lion heads, leopard skins, and—
especially prized—ivory elephant tusks, which

could be carved into treasures or displayed as proof

that a hunter had conquered Africa’s largest beasl.
It is-Jikely- that hunters killed Jumbo’s

mother for her ivory at the time they captured

Jumbo. Her helpless calf was sold to an animal

dealer who chained him up, packed him into a crate,

and shipped him by boat to Europe. Many animals
died during such miserable voyages, but Jumbo
somehow survived. He was sold to Europe’s first

ver multiple-choice questions 9 through
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zoo, Jardin des Plantes, in Paris.

Zoos were new to Europe, and popular with
the public. But even scientists had litle idea how to
care for animals that had been taken from their far-
away habitats. Little thought was given to the
comfort and happiness of the animal. Cages were
small and dirty. Diets were unhealthful. Not
surprisingly, most animals died quickly.

Jumbo was not treated well in Paris, and
clearly his keepers did not recognize his star
quality. For after three years, he was traded to the
London Zoological Gardens, along with two
antealers, for a rhinoceros. It was a lucky break for
Jumbo, who arrived in Londen in terrible shape—
filthy and undernourished. He was put under the
care of Matthew Scoit, a zookeeper who was quiet,
unhappy, and badly in nced of a friend. The
scrawny, under-nourished elephant and the lonely
bachelor hit it off right away.

Sold to the Circus

1t’s impossible to say whether Jumbo was
happy during his years in London, but under Scott’s

care, he grew.
12 And grew.

And grew, almost doubling in size in justa
few years. He became the largest elephant in
captivity and one of England’s most cherished
“citizens.” That’s why it was a shock when, in
1881, the London Zoo decided to sell Jumbo to the
American P.T. Barnum. The sale of this “national
treasure” outraged people throughout England.
Mobs showed up at the zoo to protest. They
showered Jumbo with treats, including sugar buns
{(which he loved) and huge bougquets of flowers
(which he also loved . . . to eat).

But the London zoo’s directors had decided
that Jumbo was too big and unpredictable. He
sometimes had temper tantrums at night if Scott
wasn’t with him, ramming his head against the
walls of his cage. Zoo officials knew that male
African elephants could become violent, and more
than one director admitted to having nightmares
about Jumbo going berserk in the crowded zoo.

The sale to Barnum was finalized. Jumbao
was loaded into a special cage and with Matthew
Scott at his side, he set sail for his new life in
America as part of Barnum’s “Greatest Show on
Earth.” For three years, he toured North America
with Barnum’s circus, where he looked on calmly
(or, some said, with boredom) as Barnum’s trained
elephants marched and pranced around him.
Barnum looked forward to decades of riches with
Jumbeo, since African elephants may live to be 60 or
70 years old.

Sadly, Jumbo’s life was cut short just three
years after his arrival in the U.S. The circus was in
Canada, and Jumbo was waiting 1o be loaded into
his private railcar. In the distance, Matthew Scott
heard the sound of an oncoming train. He leapt onto
the track and screamed for Jumbo to follow him up
onto the embankment. Jumbo followed Scott,
running so quickly that he nearly hit a fence. In
panic, Jumbo ran back onto the tracks and was
struck by the train. He died a few minutes later,
cluiching Scott’s hand with his trunk. Scott cried for
hours, and had to be carried from Jumbo’s side. :

In the Wild

Even in death, Jumbo remained the world’s
most famous animal. Barnum donated his hide to a
untversity, and his skeleton to the Museum of
Natural History. Several children in England and
the U.S. were actually named after the elephant. In
1935, a Broadway musical was based on Jumbo’s
life, as was a Hollywood movie. Even today, no
other animal has been loved by so many people
around the world.

Though human interest in the animal world
has continued to grow, there has never been another
animal celebrity like Jumbo. Times slowly changed,
and many scientists and animal lovers began to
appreciate that taking animals from the wild was
dangerous—and cruel. Today, those who love
elepliants don’t wish to see them in circuses or zoos. |
Rather, they support efforts to protect them in the |
wild. ?















































































