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CONTENT STANDARDS

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS

9. COMPREHENSION: Students shall
apply a variety of strategies to read and
comprehend printed material.

1. Use previewing, activating prior knowledge, predicting content of
text, formulating questions, establishing purposes for reading. (1}

2. Evaluate the interrelations of text and world issues/events by
applying connection strategies. (1)

3. Connect, campare/contrast ideas, themes & issues across fexis. {1
4. Defend questions formulated and purpeses established for

reading. (2)

5. Generate and define questions related to universal themes to
interpret meaning. (1)

7. Connect own background knowledge and personal experience to make
inferences and to respond to new information presented in the text. (3)
A L2006

8. Infer a character's role in developmenti of plot & theme. (6) B,2007
9. Infer mood and theme of text. (2)

10. Use literary elements and historical context to infer an author's
intent. (3)

11. Anadlyze the literory elements of plot, subplot, and climax, and
explain the way in which conflicts are resolved or unresolved. (2)

12. Compare and contrast points of view such as first person, fimited,
and omniscient third person, and explain the effect on the overall theme

of a literary work. (2)
13, Distinguish among stated fact, r-easoned Jjudgment, and opinion in

text. {2)

15, .Identify main ideas and supporting evidence in short stories and
novels, (8) A and C, 2007

16. Use text features to locate ond recall infermation with emphas&s
on text organizers. (1)

17. Determine text structure {s) to enhance understanding. (1)
18. Organize informotion, inciuding simple outlining. (2) B, 2006

21. Evaluate conflicts, motivations, points of view, and changes that

affect the plot or theme. (1)
22, Evaluate personal, social, political issues as presented in fext. (1)

10. VARIETY OF TEXTS: Students
shall read, examine, and respond 1o a
wide range of texts for a variety of
purposes.

4. Examine the author's credibility, use of text structure, word choice,

and viewpoint to evaluate message. (1)
12. Read and utilize functional/proctical texts, including manuals,

memos, job applications, and career guides. (3) C,2006

11. VOCABULARY, WORD STUDY, AND
FLUENCY: Students shall acquire and

epply skills in vocabulary development and
word analysis to be able to read fluently.

5. Use confext to determine the meaning of multiple-meaning

words. {2)
B. Identify and explain similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole,

and analegies to infer the literal and figurative meaning of phrases. (4)
10. Use context, structure, denctations, and connotations to determine

meoning of words and phrases. (3)
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PART I

Released Reading Items-—2007 Benchmark Grade 8

Read the following passage abowt Alexander the Great. Then answer multiple-choice questions 1 through 8 and

open-response question A.

EDUCATING 4 CONQUEROR: HOW

ALEXANDER

BECAME

THE GRE/

by Shulamith Levey Oppenheim

One day, when he was six or seven, two
Persian envoys' arrived at the palace. King Philip
was away subduing warring tribes, and Alexander
greeted the men. The envoys saw a boy who carried
himself proudly. He had fair hair waving about his
face and across his shoulders, and his features were
near perfect, with deep-set violet eyes. As he spoke,
a flush of excitement blushed his cheeks.

The envoys were amazed. The child did not
ask about the legendary Hanging Gardens of
Babylon or the kinds of games Persian children
played. Instead, he asked about the size of the
Persian Empire, its customs, and how fast its armies
could travel across vast regions. The two diplomats
came away more than impressed with the young
prince.

At this time Alexander’s world included his
parents, tutors, servants, and boys his own age from
noble families. He leamed very early on that he was
born to be a king and a commander of armies. He
excelled in swordplay, archery, javelin throwing,
and horsemanship, riding almost before he could
walk.

Besides his military training, supervised by
his first tutor, Leonidas, Alexander was taught to
read and write. Special emphasis was put on
thinking logically and expressing himself clearly.
An accomplished musician, he played the lyre, a
stringed instrument.

When Alexander was almest ten, a new tutor
took over his education. His name was Lysimachus.
This man was far less cultured than Leonidas, but
he held one great advantage. He knew that
Alexander’s mother, Olympias, proudly traced her

! envoys: diplomatic messengers

ancestry back to Achilles, hero of the Trojan War,
and that Alexander even now was trying to become
another Achilles. So the clever Lysimachus called
his pupil “Achilles.” He referred to King Philip as
“Peleus,” the father of Achilles, and called himself
“Phoenix,” Achilles’ legendary tutor.

About three years later, an incident took
place that showed Alexander’s ability to see what
others, much older and more experienced than he,
often missed.

It was a beautiful spring day, and father and
son stood together, observing a majestic black
stallion. His name was Bucephalus, and his
purchase price had been beyond anything paid
before—about $75,000 in today’s terms. Alexander
felt his heart race in his chest. He adored horses,
and this was indeed a glorious creature. But
Bucephalus refused to be mounted, rearing and
bolting and raging at the slightest attempt. In a fit,
Philip ordered the horse to be returned to the
merchant Philonicus.

Suddenly Alexander asked his father if he
might iry mounting the horse. Philip answered that
no one had been able to do so. Alexander insisted.
His father relented, asking what he planned to do if
he failed. Alexander replied that he would buy the
horse himself.

Without hesitation, Alexander took hold of
the bridle and turned the magnificent animal
directly into the sun. He spoke softly to Bucephalus,
and slowly the horse’s panting and rearing ceased.
As the great stallion lowered his head, Alexander
sprang onto his back and rode him. What Alexander
had noticed was that, when Bucephalus had his tail
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to the sun, the horse’s shadow lay before him, and
as he moved, so did the shadow, growing larger and
larger, plunging and rearing, terrifying the horse.

As the onlookers cheered, Philip, filled with
relief and pride, uttered these prophetic words: “My
son, seek out a kmgdom for yourself Macedonia
has no room for you.”

From that day, Alexander and Bucepbalus
became inseparable. Even years later, when the
grand creature had grown too old to ride into battle,

Alexander would mount him for a few minutes and
trot him gently before the troops, then d1smount and
kiss him. When '
Bucephalus died,
seventeen years
after that radiant
spring day, he was
given a royal
burial and a city
was named for
him. The ruins of
that city,
Bucephalia, still
remain in what is
today Kashmir.

After
Alexander’s
dazzling success .
with Bucephalus, Philip reahzed his exceptmnal son
needed an exceptional teacher. And so he chose
Aristotle, the brilliant philosopher whose father had
been physician to Philip’s father.

Aristotle was already celebrated as one of
the greatest minds of his time, a reputation that has
not lessened to this day. He had a thorough
knowledge of geometry, mathematics, botany,
zoology, geology, astronomy, and medicine.

Eager to further his son’s education, Philip
set up an ideal environment for study and
contemplation in a place calied Mieza, not far from
the capital city of Pella. In the calm of shady walks
and secluded nooks, stone benches beckoned
Alexander and his companions, all sons of nobles,
to sit beside the master Aristotle, to listen and
debate. Alexander’s mind expanded beyond his
father’s fondest hopes. He loved to learn and,
especially, he loved the healing arts.

Aristotle taught that all knowledge was
essential to the pursuit of a fruitful life, not just the

sciences but also literature and music. First and
foremost, however, was the sharpening of the mind.
Aristotle encouraged his pupil to observe, to think
through, to reason. Alexander had already proven
himself when he britliantly observed Bucephalus
and then tamed him. Now Aristotle strengthened
this ability. He taught Alexander the advantage of
seeing both sides of a problem and of being able to
argue successfully in favor of either.

The one area of disagreement between
teacher and student was Aristotle’s belief that all
who were not Greek were barbarians and possessed
the nature of slaves.
He counseled
Alexanderto bea
leader to Greeks and
a tyrant to all others.
Alexander did not
agree. He believed in
taking each human
being on his or her
own merit.

Nonetheless,
Alexander thrived
under Aristotle’s
guidance. When he
was older, he

. . ' confided to a friend,
“My father gave me ilfe but it was Aristotle who
taught me how te live the noble life.”

When Alexander was sixteen, Philip decided
it was time his son had a taste of the responsibility
that would someday be his aloene. The king left
Alexander in charge of Macedonia while he went
off on an expedition.

The moment Philip’s back was turned, an
unruly tribe in the north began a revolt, believing
their chances of success against a sixteen-year-old .
boy to be excellent. They were wrong! Alexander
subdued the rebels, captured their city, and renamed
it Alexandropolis.

Four years later, just as Philip was mounting
a campaign to invade Persia, he was assassinated,
and Alexander became king. He was twenty years
old.

Now began an unparalleled journey of
conquest for this brilliant, at times recklessly
courageous—but more often calculating——young
marn.




Connect, compare and contrast ideas, themes and issues across fexts. (2007= passage one # Z)

2. On what jssue did Alexander and Aristotle
disagree?
A, the most effective weapons for battle
B.  the overall strategy for decisive warfare
C.  the proper technique for military training

*D. the correct treatment of conquered
people

Analyze the literary elements of plot, subplot, and climax, and explain the way in which conflicts
are resolved or unresolved. (2007= passage one # 1, B)

How did Alexander prove that he was a 5. According to the passage, what was a
successful leader? recuiring problem that Philip and Alexander

faced while ruling?

A.  He revealed his athietic skills.
*B. He stopped the revolt of a northern tribe.
C. e mounted the horse that others failed

A. acquiring sufficient horses

*B. subduing unruly, warring tribes

to ride. C.  adequately equipping the army
D.  He showed that he could see both sides D. weating conquered people fairly
of a dispute, ' ‘ )

Compare and contrast points of view such as first person, limited, and omniscient third person,
and explain the effect on the overall theme of a literary work. (2007= passage one # 7

2006= passage two # 9) L L .
7.  Which detail best identifies the third-person

point of view used in the passage?

* A. the use of the pronoun “he”
B. the detailed connection to Achilles

C. Alexander’s interview with the Persian
envoys

D. the relationship between Alexander and
his father



Identify main ideas and supporting evidence in short stories and novels, ((2007= passage one #
3, A passage fwo # 15, passage three # 23, € 2006= passage three # 17,19,22)

3. Why is the story of Alexander’s mounting of
the horse Bucephalus included in the passage?

A.  toshow his strength
B. to point out that he is reckless
C. to demonstrate his leadership abilities

*D.  to emphasize his powers of observation

A. The passage describes three different tutors who taught the young Alexander. Identify two of these tutors
and explain the contributions each made to Alexander’s education. Use information from the passage to

support your answer.

SCORE DESCRIPTION

4 The response identifies two tutors and explains the contributions each made to Alexander's
education using specific details from the passage.

3 The response identifies two tutors and explains the contributions each made to Alexander’s
education using general details from the passage.

2 The response identifies one tutor and explains the contributions he made to Alexander’s
education using limited or inappropriate details from the passage.
.The response demonstrates a minimal understanding of the role of the tutors.

1 OR '
The response provides limited or inappropriate details from the passage.

0 The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant. There is no evidence that the student
understands the task, or the response may be off-topic.

B Blank—No Response. A score of “B” will be reported as “NA.” (No attempt to answer the
item. Score of “0” assigned for the item.)




Evaluate conflicts, motivations, points of view, and changes that affect the plot or theme.
(2007= passage one # 4,6  2006= passage two # 14}

6. DBased on the passage, which is an accurate

4. Based on the passage, with which statement - ?
description of Aristotle?

would Aristotle agree?

A.  All peaple should be considered equal. * A, Hebelieved in teaching his students to

reason.
B.  Literature is an unimportant subject for )
study. B.  He believed that all people are equally
i i endowed,
C.  The most important skill for a future
king is training in warfare. C. He wanted Alexander to become a fierce
warrior.

*D.  Education should include knowledge of

sciences, literature, and art. D.  He wanted Alexander to concentrate on

the study of hiterature.

Use context, structure, denotations, and connotations to determine meaning of words and

phrases. (2007= passage one # B passage three # 15 2906= passage three #21)

8. Based on its use in paragraph 14, what is the
meaning of secluded? '

A.  dark
*B. hidden
C. obvious

.  uncomforiable
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Read the following passage. Then answer multiple-choice questions 9 through 16 and open-response
question B.

by Heather M. Hopkins

At the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the opportunities for black scientists are our of
this worid. Read on to meet six stellar scientists, and discover what can happen when the sky’s the Iimiz.

Guion Bluford

On August 30, 1983, “Guy” Bluford became the first African American in space, SErving as a mission
specialist onboard the shuttle Challenger. As a boy, Bluford worked hard to keep up with others in school. Bu:
he went on to college and earned three degrees in aerospace engineering. Later, as a pilot in the Air Force,
Bluford flew 144 combat missions over Vietnam. In 1978, when Bluford applied to become an astronaut,
NASA chose him from among 8,000 applicants.

As Bluford sped through the atmosphere aboard Challenger that night after takeoff in 1983, he was
giddy with excitement. T laughed and giggled all the way up,” he told a reporter. “It was such a fun ride.”

Katherine Johnson

Katherine Johnson began working at NASA as a mathematician in 1953. At that time, the only
“computers” were people who solved problems using pencil and paper. Over the next 33 years, NASA s
technology improved, but Johnson’s job remained complex: to calculate the flight path of NASA’s spacecraft.

In 1969, Johnson’s calculations helped land Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin on the moon. For this
mission, Johnson performed four sets of computations: the flight of Apolio 1! to the moon, the path of the
landing module to the moon’s surface, the flight of the module back to Apolio 11, and the return path of Apollo

.11 to Earth. Johnson also made & map of the stars that the asironauts used during their flight to see where they
were every step of the way, '

Vance Marchbanks

If astronaut John Glenn’s heart had skipped a beat while he orbited the earth in 1962, Vance
viarchbanks would have known right away. A flight surgeon for NASA, Marchbanks was responsible for
nonitoring Glenn’s health during this historic flight.

Glenn could not have been in better hands. Before Jjoining NASA, Marchbanks had served in the Air
‘orce for 23 years. There, he earned several medals for his bravery and research. In 1962, when Glenn lified off
board Friendship 7, Marchbanks watched from a tracking station in Nigeria, Africa. From there, Marchbanks
1onitored Glenn’s vital signs using reports sent by the electronic sensing devices in Glenn’s body suit.

Later, Marchbanks helped design the space suits, backpacks, and monitoring systems for the Apollo
1000 missions.
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Patricia Cowings

At NASA, Patricia Cowings is known as the “‘Baroness of Barf.” That is because she makes astronauts
sick so she can learn how to make them feel better again.

Cowings is a psychophysiologist, a scientist who studies how thoughts and emotions affect the body.
Her job is to train astronauts to avoid space adaptation syndrome {SAS), a condition similar to motion sickness
that occurs when humans experience zero gravity.

Under Cowings’s watch, astronauts dress in body suits that measure their temperature, blood pressure,
heart rate, and breathing. An instrument called an oscilloscope displays these readings to the astronauts as
waves of light. By watching and responding to the light waves, astronauts learn to control the symptoms of
SAS. Their final test is a spin through the “vomit comet,” a zero-gravity flight simulator. If the astronauts

emerge feeling well, Cowings knows her job 1s done.

George Carruthers

Bom in 1939, George Carruthers built his first telescope when he was 10, using cardboard and lenses he
had ordered through the mail. He later earned degrees in physics and aeronautical and astronomical engineenng
and became an expert in ultraviolet (UV) radiation. UV rays are the invisible wavelengths of light just beyond
violet in the electromagnetic spectrum. '

At NASA, Carruthers designed a camera called a spectrograph that could take “pictures” of ultraviolet
rays. In 1972, the crew of 4polflo 16 used Carruthers’s spectrograph to record more than 200 images from the
surface of the moon. These images included newly discovered stars and nebulae (clouds of gas or dust) as well
as images of the earth’s atmosphere that helped scientists study new ways to control air pollution.

Mae C. Jemison

As a child, Mae Jemison preferred cold winter nights—they were the best for viewing stars. But it was
not until Jerison became the first black woman in space that she discovered the best way to stargaze,

Jemison enjoyed reading science fiction books when she was young. But she was constantly frustrated
that girls never played the leading roles. Although Jemison did well in school and was admitted to Stanford
University in 1973, many people doubted that a black girl could become a scientist. Jemison proved them
wrong. She later completed medical school and spent two years in Africa as a medical officer with the Peace’
Corps. In 1987, NASA invited Jemison to become an astronaut. Five years later, as she peered out the window
of the shuttle £ndeavour, Jemison remembered the little girl in Chicago who had admired the stars.

Use previewing, uctiva?iﬁg'prior knowledge, predicting content of text, formulating questions and
establishing purposes for reading. {2007= passage two # 14)

14. How could this passage best be used?

x A.  for a school report on NASA’s scientists

B.  for a newspaper article about the space
shuttle

C. for a scientific study on the effects of
space on humans

D. for a presentation at a conference about
the study of the moon















































































