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Van Buren High School Freshman Academy reserves the right to 
address inappropriate conduct which disrupts the learning 
environment in the school even though such behavior is not 
specified in the following written rules. 

 
Information contained in this handbook does not supersede Van 
Buren School District Policy  
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Van Buren High School Freshman Academy Student Handbook 
2015-2016 

 
Accreditation 
Van Buren High School Freshman Academy is a component of the Van Buren High School which is fully accredited by the 
State Department of Education. The school is also a member of the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools, which is the highest possible rating for a school. To be a member of NCA means very high standards must be 
maintained. The school board, the school administration and the school faculty are constantly on guard to maintain this 
high rating. 
 
Notice of Non-Discrimination 
Van Buren Schools shall establish and maintain an atmosphere in which all persons can develop attitudes and skills for 
effective, cooperative living including respect for the individual regardless of economic status, intellectual ability, race, 
creed, color, religion, gender, or age. 
 
Our Vision 
We will develop all freshmen to their fullest potential for success in high school and beyond. 
 
The administration, faculty and staff are dedicated to all students to develop creative and critical thinking skills, as well as 
curiosity, initiative, and a positive and healthy attitude toward life. As a result, students will learn to appreciate different 
cultures, understand human relationships, and respect the rights, needs, and achievements of others so they can become 
responsible citizens. 
 
To:   Parents and Students: 
 
Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year. On behalf of the staff and administration of VBHS-FA, let me express our desire 
that every student be successful. For this to be a realistic outcome, our school learning community, which includes 
parents and students in addition to our staff, must work together. The key will be our combined efforts to maintain open 
dialogue and good communication. 
 
This Handbook contains two sections:   
 
     Section 1 (the Student Handbook) contains the ABC’s of VBHS-FA. These pages will provide students with the 
information they need to be successful. It includes everything from attendance to withdrawal procedures. 
 
    Section 2 (The clubs/organizations section) contains brief information on the clubs and organizations operating on the 
VBHS-FA campus. We encourage our students to take an active role in school activities to help them become an integral 
part of their school. 
 
We believe our certified staff to be one of the strongest in our state, and we are committed to helping our students obtain 
the best education possible. Visit your counselor, work with your administrators, and take advantage of all the 
opportunities we offer. 
 
We have high expectations for our students and will provide encouragement and assistance at every stage of academic 
development. This, however, does not mean that success will come automatically. You must approach this vital time in 
your life with a good attitude, good work habits, and an enthusiasm for learning. If you do so, success will be yours. I want 
to extend my best wishes to everyone in our extended Pointer Family, and I look forward to an exciting and productive 
2015-2016 school year.  
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Lisa Miller 
Principal, Van Buren High School Freshman Academy 
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ABC’s of Van Buren High School Freshman Academy 
 
Academic Academy Awards 
Students who meet the following qualifications at the end of the 3

rd
 Quarter are eligible to participate in the Annual 

Academic Academy Awards Banquet.  
 Cumulative GPA of 3.75 
 Department Honors recommended by teachers 
  
Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholarship 
This scholarship is sponsored by the Arkansas Department of Higher Education to recognize selected students for 
scholastic achievement as measured by their academic records and ACT scores. The AACS is a four year scholarship of 
an amount to be determined by the state each year to students in financial need who score a composite score of 19 or 
better on the ACT and have at least a 2.50 GPA in specified High School courses. See your counselor for more 
information. 
  
Attendance - Authority for the VBHS-FA attendance policy is provided by VBSD board policy 4.2.5.  
Regular school attendance is vital to the overall academic success of every student. All high school students must attend 
school under provisions of state law. Students who do not attend school cannot earn grades and thus cannot be given 
credit for courses.  
  
It is the parent’s responsibility to provide documentation of their child’s absence(s) within a 48-hour period. 
Documentation MUST be by written note or email and must be given to school secretary. Absent documentation will 
not be taken over the phone. Any student who misses more than 10 minutes of class will be counted absent for 
that period.  
 
11 total unexcused absences will constitute excessive absenteeism. Students who accumulate more than ten (10) 
unexcused absences in an individual class during the semester may be denied course credit.  
 
Unexcused Absences may include those which can be declared truancies and therefore subject students to 
disciplinary action according to the provisions of VBSD Board policy 4.2.5. Parents will be notified of students’ 
absences according to policy 4.2.5 
 
The following classification of absences will be excused by VBSD Board Policy and NOT count toward the ten (10) day 
limit: 
 

 Campus activity – School sponsored trips 
 Medical – Must submit documentation from doctor/dental office the day student returns to school 
 Legal – Must submit documentation from court the day student returns to school 
 Death in family – Must submit documentation (such as copy of funeral program) the day student returns to 

school 
 Days in which a student has been suspended from school 
 (In-school suspensions are not absences.) 

 
In certain situations, extenuating circumstances may arise. Parents may be allowed to pre-arrange an extended absence 
by contacting the principal to excuse the absence. It will be the student’s responsibility to secure make-up work ahead of 
time for their absence. 
 
A student can recover 4 class period absences with Saturday School attendance from 8:00-11:00 at the J.J. Izard 
campus. 
 
Attendance Appeals Committee 
Students have the right to petition for credit which has been denied to be reinstated. The Attendance Appeals Committee 
will meet as needed and will consist of an administrator, a counselor, at least one faculty member and the attendance 
secretary.    
 
Procedure for Appeal: 
Students will sign that they have been notified of the date and time of appeal meeting and the parent/guardian will be 
contacted by attendance secretary. 
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Dispositions may include, but not be limited to the following:  
 

 Uphold the decision to deny credit. Student will receive a NC (No Credit) for the semester 
 Overturn the decision to deny credit and require all make-up work to be completed 
 Overturn the decision to deny credit with no make-up work required 

 
Students who lose credit will NOT be permitted to attend school sponsored trips during the school day. A FINS petition will 
be filed on each student who loses credit due to a lack of attendance under the provisions of Act 876. This action may 
also result in the revocation of the student’s driver’s license, according to the provisions of the same act. Students with 
excessive truancy will be reported to the Juvenile Court. 
 
Anti-Bullying/Cyber-Bullying Policy 
Students at VBHS-FA must report any verbal or physical confrontation between students. Failure to do this may result in 
disciplinary action against students who DO NOT report. Staff members will also be expected to report conflicts 
immediately. Reporting of the conflict is to be done whether the incident occurs on campus, at a school event, through 
electronic media or en route to or from school. Students who are having conflicts with peers should go immediately to a 
teacher, counselor, or administrator to get help in resolving the conflict at the first sign of trouble. If the conflict has not 
escalated to a physical altercation, the students involved will not necessarily be subject to disciplinary action. 
 
Students who deliberately attempt to instigate conflicts between other students by words or actions will be disciplined. If 
there is evidence that students have been the cause of a violent confrontation, they will be suspended a minimum of 1 
day, even though they were not physically involved in the confrontation. 
 
Students involved in extortion, intimidation, or physical bullying of fellow students will be subject to disciplinary action. 
Failure to report an incident of any of these activities will also result in disciplinary action. 
 
Bell Schedules:                                                                           Zero Hour classes:  7:00 to 7:50    
Regular Day Bell Schedule 

Per. Time  Per. Time 

     

1 8:00 – 8:50  1 8:00 – 8:50 

2 8:55 – 9:45  2 8:55 – 9:45 

3 9:50 – 10:45  3 9:50 – 10:45 

Lunch A 10:45 – 11:15   4 10:50 – 11:45  

4 11:20 – 12:15  Lunch B 11:45 – 12:15 

5 12:20 – 1:10  5 12:20 – 1:10 

6 1:15 – 2:05  6 1:15 – 2:05 

7 2:10 – 3:00  7 2:10 – 3:00 

 
Eighth Hour classes:  3:05 to 3:55         

Morning Event Schedule 
 

Per. Time  Per. Time 

     

1 8:00 – 8:45  1 8:00 – 8:45 

Event 8:50 – 9:30  Event 8:50 – 9:30 

2 9:35 – 10:20  2 9:35 – 10  :20 

3 10:25 – 11:10  3 10:25 – 11:10 

Lunch A 11:10 – 11:40  4 11:15 – 12:00 

4 11:45 – 12:30  Lunch B 12:00 – 12:30 

5 12:35 – 1:20  5 12:35 – 1:20 

6 1:25 – 2:10  6 1:25 – 2:10 

7 2:15 – 3:00  7 2:15 – 3:00 

The office will announce other special schedules as they become necessary. 
 
Bus Behavior 
All students are under the direct control and supervision of the bus driver on the bus. Permission for any student to ride a 
bus is conditioned on his/her observance of the safety and behavior code of bus riders. Any student who violates any of 
these regulations can be denied permission to ride a bus to and from school. Parents must assume a major portion of the 
responsibility for the conduct of their child while riding the bus. If this permission is revoked, parents must provide 
transportation for their child.  
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Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 
The electronic device policy includes personal use of cell phones, MP-3 players, iPods, video games, digital cameras, and 
any other electronic devices. Students may properly use electronic devices before school, between classes, during lunch, 
or after school. It is at the teacher’s discretion whether electronic devices may be used in class. If listening to music 
during appropriate times, students must keep one ear clear or free from headphones for safety purposes.  
     
The use of electronic devices is a privilege. Using electronic devices to take, transmit, or disperse images which disrupt 
the learning environment will not be tolerated and can result in disciplinary action as determined by school administration. 
VBHS-FA DOES NOT ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR LOST OR STOLEN ITEMS MENTIONED ABOVE. 
 
Penalty for violation of the electronic device policy will be confiscation of the device. If confiscated, electronic devices will 
only be released to persons listed on the emergency call card between the hours of 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. on day of 
infraction or during school hours any day thereafter. Habitual offenders will be subject to disciplinary action for 
insubordination and denied privilege of having an electronic device at school. 
 
Closed Campus 
Van Buren High School Freshman Academy is a closed campus. A student is expected to arrive on campus before 
school begins in the morning and remain on campus until the close of the school day. If it becomes necessary to leave 
campus during the school day, the student must be checked out through the office. In order to check a student out, a 
parent/guardian must pick-up, call the office, email, or send a note stating the time that the student needs to check out. 
The person that picks-up the student must come in the office and sign the student out. Parents may check students out for 
lunch if they come in the office and sign their student out. Students may not leave campus for lunch based on a phone call 
or note from the parent. 
 
Students leaving and returning to campus will be subject to disciplinary action which may include suspension. This 
includes leaving campus at the close of the school day and returning for a ride home. 
 
Computer Usage 
Computer usage at VBHS Freshman Academy is available for all students and staff of VBHS-FA from 7:15 AM to 4:00 
PM. Students shall abide by the District and school’s “Acceptable Use Policy” (District Policy Handbook), including proper 
use of printers. Failure to do so will result in loss of privileges, payment of damages, any and all other discipline or 
punishments set out by VBHS-FA or federal authorities. Students may use the computer lab during non-class time only 
when proper supervision is provided.  
 
Conduct Behavior Code 
All students are expected to conduct themselves at all times in a manner that will contribute to the best interest of the 
school system and not infringe on the rights of others. Improper conduct will subject the student to disciplinary action 
including but not limited to, detention, ISS, suspension or expulsion from school. A violation of the rule will occur if the 
conduct takes place on the school grounds at any time, off the school grounds at a school activity, function, event, or en 
route to and from school. The Student Conduct and Behavior Code is outlined in District Board Policy 4.3. Other student 
discipline policies as well as authority for student discipline are outlined in board policies 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10, 
4.11, 4.12, and 4.13. (See District Student Policy Handbook) 
 
Credit Recovery 
Students who need to recover lost credit may enroll in COMPASS with principal permission. COMPASS is offered as 
needed during the school day. 
 
Diploma Information 
The Van Buren School District requires 24 credits to graduate. Students may obtain a Smart Core Diploma, a College 
Prep Diploma, a College Prep with Honors Diploma, or a College Prep with High Honors Diploma.  
Students planning to enter VBHS must have at least 4 academic credits to be enrolled at VBHS unconditionally.  
 
Conditional Enrollment 
Students may be enrolled conditionally with 3 credits with the high school principal’s permission. . 
 
Dress Code - Authority for the VBHS-FA dress code policy is provided by Act 835 of 2011. 
Dress which is disruptive to the educational process or inappropriate for a work environment will be prohibited. 

 Students will not be allowed to wear clothing or hairstyles which interfere with the educational process. 

 Students will not wear symbols, insignia, emblems, or badges which cause disruption or interfere with the              
school operation or safety. Clothing associated with gang culture will not be tolerated. Students involved in the 
promotion of gang culture will be suspended from school.  
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Examples of dress prohibited will be: 

 No hats with a brim (ex. Baseball caps, cowboy hats, fedoras, etc.), hoods from hoodies or jackets, or any 
head coverings which are distracting to the school environment will be allowed to be worn inside the school 
building. Other head coverings will be allowed to be worn in the indoor courtyard, hallways and other common 
areas of the school. It is at the teacher’s discretion whether other head coverings may be worn in class. 

 Clothing which promotes sale or use of tobacco, drugs, alcoholic beverages, those which include profanity, 
immoral behavior or which could be determined to be degrading to other students. Symbols which instigate 
racial or social conflict will not be allowed. 

 “Sagging” pants or excessively baggy clothing. 

 Sleeveless tops with large armholes are not permitted. 

 Sleeveless tops must have straps that are at least the width of a dollar bill. 

 For school, shorts, pants and skirts must extend below fingertips. Skirts and shorts worn over leggings must 
also extend below the fingertip. Tops worn over leggings must be a reasonable length. 

 Rips, tears, or holes in clothing must be located below fingertip length. 

 All clothing must provide adequate coverage to conceal the student’s body and undergarments to prevent 
disruption of the education process. Examples of clothing not acceptable are: see-through mesh, strapless 
tops, halter-tops, any top that doesn’t cover the midriff, spaghetti straps, or other straps which do not cover the 
student’s undergarments. Low-cut tops are not allowed.  Swimsuits, Spandex, or other similar clothing will not 
be allowed.  
 

** These examples are not all-inclusive; the administration and teaching staff reserves the right to make final decisions on 
dress issues. 

 
Students who dress inappropriately will be given appropriate attire. 
 
Drugs and Alcohol 
Students found possessing, using, under the influence of, or selling controlled substances (including alcoholic 
beverages, over the counter drugs, and prescription drugs)  will be subject to a minimum 10-day suspension and  
may be recommended for expulsion for a minimum of ONE SCHOOL TERM. 
 
Early Arrival 
At the VBHS Freshman Academy, the doors will open at 7:15 and students will immediately report to the indoor courtyard.  

 
Early Check-Out Procedure 
All students are required to have their parent/guardian sign them out in the office. Any student who misses more than 10 
minutes of class will be counted absent for that period.  
      
Extracurricular Eligibility 
A 2.0 GPA for the previous semester is required by the Arkansas Activities Association for participation. Students may 
participate under probation by working within the framework of a student improvement plan. 
Eligibility for freshman students requires that he/she must pass 4 academic courses and 3 of the 4 core subjects. 
 
Fighting 
Fighting or violent behavior will not be tolerated under any circumstances at VBHS-FA. Students who fight will be 
suspended from school a minimum of 3 days on their first offense. Students may be suspended or expelled on a first 
offense in situations where serious injury is inflicted. A second offense may result in a minimum 5-day suspension. 
Students can be arrested and formal charges files by the school resource officer for any violent offense. Any students 
found recording a violent act may be charged with conspiracy to commit battery. Students in the presence of a violent act 
should go for help immediately. Any student found recording a fight or violent act will receive the same punishment as the 
students participating in a fight. 
 
Grades 
VBHS-FA follows the state mandated grading scale of:  90%-100% A, 80%-89% B, 70%-79% C, 60%-69% D, Below 60% 
F. Student grades may be accessed by parents/guardians by way of the Home Access Center (HAC). For parents:  PIN 
numbers can be obtained through the front office. 
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Grade Point Average (GPA) 
GPA will be based on grades earned in academic courses in grades nine through twelve. Official GPA will be ranked on a 
4.0 scale. For purposes of class rank only, the 4.5 scale will be used for Pre-AP classes.  
 

Advanced Placement & Concurrent Credit  Pre-AP Courses Regular 
A=5.0       A=4.5   A=4.0 
B=4.0       B=3.25   B=3.0 
C=3.0       C=2.5   C=2.0 
D=1.0       D=1.0   D=1.0 
F= 0.0       F=0.0   F=0.0 
NC= No Credit for all three grading scales 
(VBSD Board Policy 5.10. See District Student Policy Handbook) 
 
Hall Passes 
Students at the VBHS Freshman Academy will use student agendas as the only approved hall pass. 
 
Homework Policy 
Home study is a necessary part of each pupil’s educational program. Each student is expected to spend some time in 
addition to scheduled class instruction to achieve satisfactory work. Some assignments are long range in nature and 
require planned study time for their completion. Planned study eliminates the necessity of spending too much time 
completing assignments the day before they are due. Homework is classified as either work that is not finished in class or 
additional work to be done outside of class. Homework will be counted as part of the total grade. Completion of 
assignments, either done at home or as class work, is essential to making a passing grade. (See VBSD Board Policy 
5.11, District Student Policy Handbook) 
 
Internet Acceptable Use 
See VBSD Board Policy 3.18 
 
In School Suspension (ISS) 
Students will be assigned by the Principal’s Office to ISS when events or disciplinary action necessitates removal of the 
student from the classroom. Students will serve ISS from 8 AM to 3 PM. Students will be supervised and all classroom 
assignments will be provided for each assigned student. A student is then expected to complete these assignments 
before returning to class. 
 
Students will be considered present at school when attending ISS and may be subject to out-of-school suspension or 
recommended for expulsion from school for repeated disciplinary actions. 
 
A student cannot be assigned to ISS for more than ten (10) days within a school year. Disciplinary infractions beyond the 
ten (10) day ISS limit will result in out-of-school suspension. 
 
Lockers 
Students will be assigned a locker with a built-in combination lock. Do not give your combination to anyone. You are 
expected to keep your locker clean both inside and out. You are also expected to organize your locker so that the locker 
door shuts properly at the top and bottom. The school is not responsible for stolen or broken articles from lockers, 
including lockers in locker rooms. Locker inspections will be conducted without notice.  
 
Lost and Found 
At the VBHS Freshman Academy, lost and found is located outside of the ISS room. 
 
Lunch 
Students will not be allowed to have food delivered to school by a restaurant. Food for lunch will not be allowed to be 
dropped off by a parent/guardian for a large number of students. 
  
Lunch Detention 
Lunch detention will be assigned for minor discipline infractions, at the discretion of the principal.  
 
Make-Up Work 
Students and/or parents will have the responsibility of acquiring the work they have missed. Make-up work will be allowed 
for absences and must be accomplished within a reasonable length of time as determined by individual teachers as stated 
by VBSD Board Policy 4.2. Tests will be made up during that time period or at a scheduled time designated by their 
teacher during the school day. Students who are absent for more than 3 consecutive days may request that missed 
assignments be collected for pick up in the office.  



  8  

 

Media Center 
Students at VBHS-FA have the privilege of using the media center for research and study skills, recreational reading, and 
exploring and retrieving information by way of an automated library program and the Internet. The library is open from 
7:25 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily. Admittance during class time is allowed only by way of a principal approved hall pass that will 
be issued by the classroom teacher. The library will be open during lunch for any student wishing to use its resources. 
Only educational purposes and school-related projects will be allowed while using the Internet. Overdue charges will be 
assessed at 10 cents per day for library material. Students should renew material in order to avoid fines and then clear all 
fines in a timely manner. It is the responsibility of the students to return books when due. 
 
Medical Policies, First Aide, Nursing and Health 
The office of the school nurse is located just to the right of the main office on the right side of the hallway. A supply of first 
aid materials are kept on hand in the nurse’s office. The following guidelines have been developed by the Van Buren 
School District to ensure the best health care for all of our students. 
 
EMERGENCIES 
All emergencies are dealt with according to the School Health Services Program of the Arkansas Department of 
Education. If at all possible, parents will be notified before the student is transported to an emergency medical facility. 
Each school has at least two people certified in Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation. Each school has at least one person 
certified in First Aid. This is in addition to the school nurses. If an emergency arises and a nurse is not in-house, the 
secretary will notify the nurse immediately unless the parent is more readily available and can provide faster transport to 
an emergency medical facility. 
 
SCREENINGS 
*Vision and Hearing screenings are done as required by Arkansas state law.  Parents will be notified in writing if further 
examination by a doctor is indicated. 
*Scoliosis (curvature of the spine) screenings are done as required by Arkansas state law.  Students are exempt from this 
screening only for religious reasons and written notification must be received from a parent prior to screening. 
*BMI (Body Mass Index) screenings are required by the state of Arkansas and are conducted annually.  Students are 
exempt from this screening only if written notification from a parent received prior to screening.  Results are available 
upon request at the beginning of the next school year for the previous year. 
 
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES, INFECTIONS, AND ILLNESSES 
*All infections, illnesses, and/or contagious diseases are dealt with according to the School Health Services Program of 
the Arkansas Department of Education and in close conjunction with the Crawford County Health Unit 
*A child with a generalized rash or a rash with accompanying fever should not come to school until a doctor has 
ascertained that he/she is not contagious to others 
*If your child has an above normal temperature you will be notified to pick him/her up. In order to minimize the spread of 
illnesses, we ask that your child be free of fever for twenty-four hours before returning to school. 
 
IMMUNIZATIONS 
Immunization records are checked annually upon entry to school through the 12th grade to assure that they meet the 
requirements of Ark. Code Ann. § 20-7-109, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-702, Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-60-501 – 504, and Ark. 
Code Ann. § 20-78-206 and are in keeping with Arkansas State Board of Education regulations. 
 
Immunization Requirements: 
All Students Kindergarten through 12th Grade: 

*4 DTaP Vaccines, 3 Polio Vaccines, 2 MMR Vaccines, *2 Varicella Vaccines*, 3 Hepatitis B Vaccines 
 
In Addition, the following vaccines are required: 

*1 Hep A:  Enrolling Kindergarten and any First grader who did not get it in Kindergarten. 
*1 Tdap:  Every student age 11 and older. 
*MCV4:  7th grade and age 16 (kids who have already had 1 will have to have a 2nd dose at age 16) 

*Also, please note that No history of disease will be accepted for Varicella unless documented by MD, 
DO, PA, APN 

 
MEDICATION 
In order for your child to take medication at school it must be brought to the office by a parent or guardian and a 
permission form signed.  Permission forms are available in the school office and on the Van Buren School District web 
site. STUDENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO TRANSPORT PRESCRIPTION OR NON-PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS. 
MEDICATION BROUGHT TO SCHOOL BY A STUDENT WILL BE CONFISCATED AND WILL NOT BE 
ADMINISTERED. Transportation of medications via school buses is strictly prohibited.  The exception is self-carry 
emergency medications which are limited to asthma inhaler, epinephrine, and/or insulin.  If your student is required to self-
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carry an emergency medication, a parent/guardian will need to conference with the nurse BEFORE school starts or when 
the need arises.  All medication must be in the original bottle.  Prescription medications must also be properly labeled with 
the child’s name, doctor’s name, current date, and dosage.  We will not accept any over-the counter medication without a 
doctor’s note.  Our medication guidelines are strictly enforced. 
 
HEAD LICE 
Our district expects that all students will be lice free to attend school.  You will be notified by phone or in writing if lice are 
found.  Your child may return to school as soon as he/she is free of lice. 
 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 
Communicable Diseases may affect a school-age population and/or staff. Depending on the degree of communicability 
and the life threatening nature of the disease, exclusion from school will be mandatory in order to protect the health and 
general welfare of the school population. Any staff member who has knowledge of a student who has or has been 
exposed to a communicable, contagious and/or infectious disease will immediately inform the building administrator as to 
the identity of the person and all other information related to this situation. If in the judgment of the administrator there is 
danger of communicating the disease to others, measures will be taken to immediately exclude the person from school. 
Re-admittance may require a release statement from a medical doctor, the school nurse or local health official. Every 
effort to protect confidentiality of the affected person will be made and identity of such students will not be released to the 
public. 
  
Parents Contacting Students 
It is our policy not to deliver phone messages to students unless there is a definite emergency.  
 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is defined as quoting, paraphrasing, or summarizing someone else’s words or ideas without giving credit to 
that person or source. It is characterized by claiming work published in print, on digital media, such as CD or Internet, as 
one’s own. Copying assignments could be construed as plagiarism as well. The penalty for plagiarism will be a minimum 
reprimand and notification of the parent, but could also constitute an F in a class in its most blatant or severe form.  
 
Preparation for Class 
Before the tardy bell rings, students are to be in their classroom seats with the appropriate material required for the class. 
Students are not allowed to take soft drinks, candy, gum, chips, etc. into the classroom unless approval has been 
secured in advance from the instructor and the principal. Bottled water (with no additives) will be allowed inside classes if 
the instructor of the class approves it. Students will not be allowed to store drinks in cups or bottles in lockers. 
 
Public Display of Affection 
Public displays of affection will not be allowed on the VBHS campuses. Any students engaged in PDA will be sent to the 
office.  Students may not have body contact by hugging, kissing, holding hands, etc. Minimum consequences are as 
follows: 

 1
st
 offense – Office  Visit (where principal will give appropriate disciplinary action) 

 2
nd

 offense – 1 day ISS  

 3
rd

 offense or more – 2 or more days of ISS 
 
Safety Drills 
Fire Drills are held at regular intervals by law and are an important safety precaution. Students are not permitted to talk 
during a fire drill and are to remain outside the building. It is essential that when the first signal is given, everyone obeys 
promptly and clears the building by the prescribed route as quickly as possible. 
 
Tornado Drills are held at regular intervals. It is essential that when the first signal of intermittent weather is given, 
teachers and students follow the prescribed plan of action and remain in their designated area until an all clear-signal is 
given. 
 
Lock Down Drills will be held at regular intervals. It is imperative that students listen to all teacher instructions during an 
active shooter drill. Unless otherwise directed, teachers will lock all students in their classrooms, turn off the lights and 
move to a section of the classroom that cannot be seen by looking through the door or window. If a student is in the 
hallway during a lock down drill, they need to report the classroom that is closest to their location as quickly as possible. 
Students and teachers will remain in their location until the all clear is given by the principal or the school resource officer. 
 
Saturday School 
Saturday school may be used to recover attendance or as a disciplinary consequence. 
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Schedule Changes 
If space allows, schedule changes must be made before the end of the first two weeks of both semesters. Students must 
present a valid reason for the change. Changing schedules to arrange lunch times, or because they do not “like” a 
teacher, are not valid reasons. After these deadlines, students must stay in their classes until the end of the semester. 
Students may be placed in only one non-credit class per semester. 
At VBHS Freshman Academy, students will not be allowed to change teams. 
 
School Agenda 
At the VBHS Freshman Academy, students will be given a School Agenda at the beginning of the year. You are 
responsible for the replacement cost. You are encouraged to use the agenda to record daily assignments, homework 
assignments, and grades throughout the school year. The agenda is also your hall pass. Parents are encouraged to 
check the agenda on a daily basis. The replacement cost is $5. 
 
Search and Seizure 
Authority to do probable cause searches was established by VBSD board policy 4.4. (See District Student Policy 
Handbook.) 
  
Semester & Quarterly Tests  
In all classes, students will be given a cumulative semester assessment at the end of the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 quarters. These 

semester tests will account for 10% of the students’ grade for the semester. There are no exemptions from semester tests 
for VBHS Freshman Academy students. 
 
Student Parking 
At the VBHS Freshman Academy, Freshman Academy students are not allowed to park on campus. 
 
Student Participation at School Sponsored Activities 
Student participation at athletic, social and official events is encouraged by the Van Buren School District. We believe very 
strongly that our students are our most credible and significant representatives. With this participation, students bear 
responsibility to represent VBHS with pride and dignity. Sportsmanship and compliance with Arkansas Activity Association 
and 7A Central district rules will be mandatory. Students should come to athletic events to support the Pointers, cheer for 
favorite players or just simply enjoy seeing good competition. Students should not draw attention to themselves by 
chanting obscenities, painting their faces or bodies, wearing disruptive clothing, improperly engaging opposing players, 
coaches, fans, or sports officials in arguments and taunting. Examples of taunting and harassment include the continued 
chanting of “air ball” during basketball season, chanting of criticisms directed at game officials, holding of signs in the 
stands, or general disorderly conduct directed toward opposing players or coaches. This is not school spirit or good 
sportsmanship and will not be tolerated. Students who violate these rules, or in any other way disrupt the activity, will be 
removed from the event. Habitual violations will result in disciplinary action taken by the school and could result in arrest. 
Students who participate in any school sponsored activity are subject to the same regulations, regardless of whether the 
school activity is on campus or off. Students are also subject to school policies if they are en route to and from school or 
any school-sponsored activity. 
 
Suspension/Expulsion 
In some circumstances it will be necessary to suspend or expel a student from school. Authority and procedure for 
suspension and expulsion are outlined in VBSD Board Policies 4.5, 4.10. (See District student policy handbook) If a 
student has been suspended from school, they may attend Saturday School to make up any missed work during their 
suspension. It is the student/parent’s responsibility to contact the attendance secretary to arrange for attendance at 
Saturday School. 
 
Tardy Policy 
Whether at school or work, being prompt is an essential life skill. Being late constantly is at the least a bad habit, but more 
importantly inconsiderate of others, irresponsible and a waste of valuable time. 
     Disciplinary actions for tardiness may result in the following: 

 1
st

  and 2
nd

 Tardies within a class in a semester…Teacher Warning 

 3
rd

 Tardy within a class in a semester…Teacher warning and parent notification via disciplinary slip. Student will 
return the disciplinary slip to teacher with parent signature the following day to avoid disciplinary action.  

 4
th

 Tardy within a class in a semester … Disciplinary referral and 1 day of lunch detention 

 5
th

 Tardy within a class in a semester … Disciplinary referral and 3 days of lunch detention. 

 6
th

 Tardy within a class in a semester … Disciplinary referral and 1 day of Saturday School. 

 7
th

 Tardy within a class in a semester … Disciplinary referral and 2 days of Saturday School. 

 8
th

 Tardy within a class in a semester … Disciplinary action at the discretion of the Principal. 
 

  Students will be considered absent if they miss more than 10 minutes of class.  
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Telephone Usage 
The administrative office does not maintain a phone for student use. A phone is available for emergency use only.  
 
Textbooks 
Textbooks will be available for checkout from the library for each class and students will be responsible for payments for 
lost or damaged textbooks. 
 
Tobacco 
Tobacco use and/or possession of tobacco products is not allowed on campus or at school sponsored events. VBSD 
Board Policy 4.9. (See District Student Policy handbook) Electronic cigarettes and paraphernalia are classified as a 
tobacco product. 
 
Truancy 
A student who is absent without parent/guardian consent is considered truant. A student is also truant if he/she leaves 
school without permission; he/she obtains a pass and does not report to the place for which the pass was obtained; or 
he/she does not report to his/her assigned class. 
 
      Truancies are cumulative and the minimum consequences are:  

 1st offense within a semester results in one (1) day in ISS and a parent notification. 

 2nd offense within a semester results in two (2) days in ISS and parent notification 

 3rd offense within a semester results in three (3) days in ISS and parent notification. 

 4th offense or more within a semester results in parent notification and suspension from school  
 

Visitors 
All visitors to VBHS-FA MUST report to the office first. Students are not permitted to bring guests on school 
campus during school hours. Students may only be visited by their legal guardian or school approved personnel 
during the school day. 
 
Weapons 
Weapons of any kind are prohibited on campus, in vehicles, or at school events. Facsimiles of firearms are also 
prohibited. Students found in possession of weapons other than firearms will face a minimum 10-day suspension and 
possible expulsion. Students in possession of firearms on campus, en-route to and from school, or at school sponsored 
activities will be recommended for expulsion for a period of one calendar year (365 days) from Van Buren School District. 
 

Van Buren High School Clubs and Organizations 
 
The following school sponsored organizations are scheduled into the school day and therefore a student may 
earn ½ or more credits for participation. 
 
Athletics 
A full range of competitive athletics is offered at VBHS-FA. A valid physical and permission from the coach of the team is 
required for participation. 
 
Band 
VBHS Freshman Academy band meets 2

nd
 period. 

 
Cheer/Dance 
VBHS Freshman Academy Cheer squad and Stepper Dance team meet after school during 8

th
 period. 

 
Choral Music 
VBHS-FA students will meet with the VBHS choir. Director permission is required. 
 
Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps 
JROTC is a student military leadership training organization. Students participate in a wide range of military oriented 
training activities. 
      
The following clubs and organizations are also available for student participation. No course credit is given. 
 
Chess Club (9-12) 
Chess Club exists for students who have an interest in the game, and who may desire competition either at the intramural 
or between school levels. Membership is open. 
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Cultures in Action (CIA) (9

th
) 

Cultures in Action is an organization for any student with an interest in cultures of other countries. 
 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (9-12)  
FCA is a student led Christian organization geared toward continued spiritual development in students who are interested 
in athletics. 
 
Family Career Community Leaders of America (9-12) 
FCCLA is a community leadership organization for students who have an interest in competition in various state/regional 
and state leadership contests. Membership is open to all students. 
 
Future Business Leaders of America (9-12) 
FBLA is an organization for students who have an interest in a career in business. 
 
Future Farmers of America (9-12) 

FFA is promotes agricultural awareness and literacy, business, communication, science, technical, and life 

skills.  Membership is open to students taking CASE (Agriculture) courses only, as per National FFA Organization rules. 
 
Junior Literacy and Arts (9

th
) 

JLA is a student-based organization for the study creation and illustration of graphic novels.  
 
Parent Teacher Student Association (9-12) 
PTSA promotes an active connection between VBHS-FA faculty, students and parents. PTSA provides 2 senior 
scholarships which are given to student members each year. Membership is open. 
 
Project Unify (9) 
Project Unify involves VBHS student’s activities with Special Olympics and Project Unify activities. Membership is by 
application only. 
 
Quiz Bowl (9-12) 
The VBHS bowl team meets during encore, after school, or before school for the purpose of preparing for interscholastic 
quiz bowl competition. Students must try out for the team. Membership is by try-out and acceptance. 
 
Student Council (9

th
) 

Student Council is the student activities and leadership organization on campus. Membership is by election. 
 
Youth Alive (9

th
) 

Youth Alive is a student led Christian organization which is non-denominational and is organized to promote student 
spiritual development. 
 
All clubs must have principal approval. The use of “Van Buren High School Freshman Academy” (VBHS-FA) is strictly 
prohibited without that prior principal approval. 
Get involved in school activities! It is proven that active students are more academically successful! 
 
VBHS Alma Mater 
In Arkansas you’ll find us 
With all our main and might 
We’ll shout aloud forever 
Our love for the Green and White       
Three cheers for Van Buren High School 
She loves the truth and right 
All hail the Alma Mater, All hail the Green and White… 
 GO DOGS! 
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Van Buren High School Freshman Academy 
Parent Involvement Policy 

 
Purpose: 
The Van Buren High School Freshman Academy has created this policy because we know that the more involved a 
parent is in their child’s education the more likely that child is to succeed.  We want all parents to be informed about how 
they can become involved. 
Our goals are: 

 To let parent know how important they are to the child’s success 

 To encourage parents to come to the school and get involved. 

 To keep parents constantly informed and include them in our decision making process when it 
comes to their child. 

 To teach parents what they need to know in order to help their child succeed. 
Improving School Communication with Parent 
The school will work to communicate with parents through mailings, phone calls and email.   Parents will be given the 
following items and contact information in order to help them stay informed. 

 School Calendar 

 District handbook 

 School handbook 

 School personnel contact information 

 Website and School contact information 

 Log in information for weekly newsletter 

 Volunteering information 

 Parent Link information 

 Facebook page 

 Twitter account 
 
Parental Involvement Activities: 

The Van Buren High School Freshman Academy: 

 Welcome parents into the school and recognize that parents are full partners in their child’s 
education. 

 Will give a “Report to the public” during a parent meeting. Regular parent meetings and parent-
teacher conferences will be held.  

 Communications will be published in appropriate languages to meet the needs of our diverse 
community. 

 Recognize parents collectively in local newspaper for attending parent conferences. 

 School performance reports will be made available to parents. 

 School staff will receive professional development to create positive interaction between home and 
school. 

 Designate a parent involvement facilitator with a current Arkansas teacher’s license to organize 
meaningful training for staff and parents, and organizing and promoting a welcoming atmosphere for 
parental involvement.   

 A parent center in the library provides the following materials: 
 Parenting books 
 Parenting magazines 
 Information on the school 
 Teaching aids 
 And other information 

 Post upcoming school events on the school website, the school closed-circuit media, the school 
phone message system, or in the local newspaper 

 Invite and encourage incoming 9th graders and their parents to participate in 9
th
  grade 

Orientation/Open House 
 Online grade viewer passwords available at Open House and all year. 
 Training available for using Home Access grade viewer. 

 Host an Academic Awards Banquet 
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