
Minutes for the District Wellness Committee Meeting on December 7, 2016: 

Meeting was called to order at 9:00a.m. 

Introduction by Drew Cone about the purpose and goals of the wellness committee. 

Roy Kendrick, Child Nutrition Director, provided menus.  He informed the committee about 

servings and choices for students during lunch.  

Angie Blake made a motion to approve menus; Jenks Smith seconded the motion, menus 

approved. 

The committee viewed a slideshow of FoodCorps progress in the 1
st
 semester of existence at 

King and Tate Elementary.  Mary Grace Stoneking, FoodCorps service member, with the help up 

volunteers has built 6 raised garden beds at King and students have planted many varieties of 

vegetables.  A community member donated a bunch of lettuce for students to taste and learn 

about.  Ms. Stoneking is teaching lessons about nutrition with hands on learning taking place in 

the gardens and with taste tests.  Plans to begin developing gardens at Tate will begin in January. 

VBSD has been given the opportunity to host a Farm to School training in March. 

The committee viewed a slideshow of the Joint Use Agreement progress at the Freshman 

Academy.  The track at Freshman Academy is being renovated to provide an attractive 

walking/exercise area for the school and community.  The committee discussed with funds left 

over from the $30k grant to put in a 6 foot wide, ¼ mile concrete trail around the inside of the 

track for stroller, wheelchairs, bikes, etc.   

Mr. Cone is meeting with a City official on Dec. 13 about the Central Elementary JUA project.  

Plans to start this project will be over the Christmas break. 

VBSD is looking to provide a fitness instructor to teach a class for VBSD employees free of 

charge.  King Elementary started using a yoga professional they recommend.   

Rachel Bond, nurse at Tate Elementary, reported the nurses have given over 1,600 flu 

vaccinations.  Also, nurses have been at each school screening students in vision, hearing and 

BMI. 

Joe Hurst, with the community, reported that trails in Van Buren are a big topic of discussion.  

The trails the City and school district are providing through the JUA grants will help with the 

need.  Also, Mr. Hurst reported about the sidewalk grants the City received on Rena Road and 

Pointer Trail; they are waiting to receive the funding from the State. 

Michael Brammer, parent, and Mr. Hurst reported plans to build a skateboard park and splash 

pad at the City Park; possibility to write a JUA grant for this project. 



The committee discussed possible projects at Izard, Rena and Northridge. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00. 

 


