Children’s Literature with Possible Economics Extensions

Some of these titles are out of print but might be found in your media center or for sale

used.

Grade levels are approximate; some picture books (such as The Giving Tree) can be

used with older students.

See also biographies and consider the individual’'s choices, economic impact (especially
with inventors but also any leader), assisters and resisters, financial risks...

Title Author Grade Levels
A Bargain for Frances Russell Hoban K-2
A Busy Day at the Factroy Philippe Dupasquier K-3
A Castle on Viola Street DyAnne DiSalvo PK-3
A Chair for My Mother Vera William PK-3
A Cup for Everyone Yusuke Yonezu PK-2
A Day’'s Work Eve Bunting K-3
A Dollar for Penny Julie Glass K-2
A Full Hand Thomas Yezerski PK-2
A Gift for Mama Esterh Rudomin Hautzig 4-6
A New Coat for Anna Harriet Ziefert PK-3
A Pen Pal for Max Gloria Rand K-3
Abuela’s Weave Omar Castaneda 2-4
America at Work (Forestry, Mining, Fishing, Jane Drake and Ann Love 2-4
Farming)
An Orange in January Dianne Hutts Aston PK-3
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Judith Viorst PK-3
Very Bad Day
Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday Judith Viorst K-3
All the Money in the World Bill Brittain 3-6
Animal Café John Stadler PK-3
Anna the Bookbinder Andrea Cheng K-3
Ant Cities Arthur Dorros K-3
Apple Cider Making Days Ann Purmell PK-2
Apple Farmer Annie Monica Wellington PK-2
Arthur's Funny Money Lillian Hoban K-2
Arthur’s Pet Business Marc Brown PK-3
Arthur's TV Trouble Marc Brown PK-2
Basket of Bangles Ginger Howard 1-4
Beatrice's Goat Page McBrier PK-3
Beetles Lightly Toasted Phyllis Naylor 3-6
Benny's Pennies Pat Brisson PK-1
Berenstain Bears Dollars and Sense Stan Berenstain PK-3
Berenstain Bears Don't Pollute (Anymore) Stan Berenstain PK-3
Berenstain Bears Get the Gimmies Stan Berenstain PK-3
Berenstain Bears on the Job Stan Berenstain PK-3
Berenstain Bears’ Trouble with Money Stan Berenstain PK-3
Better than a Lemonade Stand! Small Business | Daryl Bernstein 4-8
Ideas for Kids
Beyond the Lemonade Stand Bill Rancic 3-5
Big Jimmy’s Kum Kau Chinese Take Out Ted Lewin 1-3
Bikes for Rent Isaac Olaleye K-3
Bingo Brown and the Language of Love Betsy Cromer Byars 5-8
Blue Willow Doris Gates 3-6
Boom Town Sonia Levitin K-4
Brothers Yin 2-4




Bunny Money

Rosemary Wells

PK-2

Busiest People Ever Richard Scarry PK-2
Cally’s Enterprise Claudia Mills ?
Can't You Make Them Behave, King George? Jean Fritz 3-6
Caps for Sale: A Tale of a Peddlar, Some Esphyr Slobodkina PK-3
Monkeys, and Their Monkey Business

Cash, Credit Cards, or Checks: A Book about Nancy Loewen 1-3
Payment

Changes series (From Wheat to Pasta, From Various K-2
Cow to Ice Cream, From Plant to Blue Jeans)

Charlie Needs a Cloak Tomie de Paola PK-3
Chicken Man Michelle Edwards K-3
Chicken Sunday Patricia Polacco K-3
Clever Cat Peter Collington PK-3
Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that Type Doreen Cronin PK-2
Cocoa Ice Diana Appelbaum K-3
Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak Kay Winters 3-6
Coolies Yin 1-4
Cotton Now and Then: Fabric-Making from Boll Karen B. Willing K-2
to Bolt

Curious George Goes to a Chocolate Factory Margret & H.A. Rey PK-2
Curious George Goes to an Ice Cream Shop H. A. Rey PK-3
Drylongo Virginia Hamilton 3-6
Earth Day—Hooray! Stuart Murphy 1-3
Economics in Action series Crabtree Publishing 4-6
Eddie Incorporated Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 3-6
Entrepreneur Extraordinaire: Grandpa Helps J. M. Seymour 2-5
Emily Build a Business

Everybody Services Soup (also Everybody Norah Dooley 2-4
Brings Noodles, Everybody Bakes Bread,

Everybody Cooks Rice)

Extra Cheese, Please! Mozzarella’s Journey Chris Peterson 2-3
from Cow to Pizza

Fair Trade? (Issues in Our World) Adrian Cooper 3-6
Farmer’'s Market Paul Brett Johnson PK-2
Farming Gail Gibbons PK-2
Fleas! Jeanne Steig 1-3
Fly Away Home Eve Bunting K-3
Follow an Ice-Cream Cone Around the World ?
Follow the Money Loreen Leedy K-3
Four Feet, Two Sandals K. Williams & K. Mohammed PK-3
Four Hens and a Rooster Lena Landstrom K-4
Frindle Andrew Clements 3-6
From Gold to Money Ali Mitgutsch K-2
From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. L. Konigsburg 3-6
Frankweiler

Getting’ Through Thursday Melrose Cooper 1-3
Girls and Young Women Entrepreneurs: True Frances A. Karnes 5-9
Stories about Starting and Running a Business,

Plus How You Can Do It Yourself

Girls and Young Women Inventing: Twenty True | Frances A. Karnes 5-9
Stories about Inventors Plus How You Can Be

One Yourself

Going to Town Laura Ingalls Wilder PK-2
Gold Fever Verla Kay 2-4
Grandpa’s Corner Store DyAnne DiSalvo K-3
Great Fuzz Frenzy Janet Stevens PK-2
Great Inventions: Everyday Life Paul Dowswell 3-6
Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez Kathleen Krull 3-6
Henry's Freedom Box Ellen Levine 2-5




Hippo Lemonade Mike Thaler K-3
Hiromi;s Hands Lynne Barasch K-3
Hogwash Arthur Geisert PK-3
Homer Price Robert McCloskey 4-6
How a Book is Made Aliki 2-5
How a House is Built Gail Gibbons PK-3
How Economics Works series (Banking, Lerner Publications 4-6
Budgeting, Saving Money)

How Much if that Doggies in the Window? Iza Trapani PK-3
How Much is that Guinea Pig in the Window? Joanne Rocklin 2-3
How Much? Visiting Markets Around the World Ted Lewin K-3
How Santa Got His Job Stephen Krensky K-3
How Santa Really Works Alan Snow 2-4
How the Second Grade Got $8,205.50 to Visit N. Zimelman K-3
the Statue of Liberty

Hungry Planet: What the World Eats Peter Menzel 6-9
Ice Cream Cones for Sale Elaine Greenstein K-3
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie Laura Numeroff PK-3
If You Made a Million David M. Schwartz 1-5
In Coal Country Judith Hendershot 1-4
In the Money: A Book about Banking Nancy Loewen 1-3
Isabel’'s Car Wash Sheila Bair K-4
Island of the Blue Dolphins Scott O'Dell YA
Itsy Bitsy, the Smart Spider Charise Mericle Harper PK-2
It Takes a Village Jane Cowen-Fletcher PK-2
Jack of All Tails Kim Norman PK-3
Jenny Found a Penny Trudy Harris K-3
Jimmy’s Stars Mary Ann Rodman 4-6
Just Shopping with Mom Mercer Mayer PK-2
Kermit the Hermit Bill Peet PK-3
Kid Power Strikes Back Susan Beth Pfeffer ?
Lady Liberty: A Biography Doreen Rappaport 2-5
Lawn Boy Gary Paulsen 4-7
Leah’s Pony Elizabeth Friedrich K-3
Leave the Cooking to Me Judie Angell ?
Leaving Glorytown: One Boy’s Struggle Under Eduardo Calcines 7-10
Castro

Lemonade for Sale Stuart Murphy 1-3
Lemonade Parade Ben Brooks K-2
Lemons and Lemonade: A Book about Supply Nancy Loewen K-3
and Demand

Less Than Zero Stuart Murphyt PK-3
Let's Trade: A Book about Bartering Nancy Loewen 1-3
Life Lessons with Junior series Dave Ramsey, Lamp Press K-3
Little Leap Forward: A Boy in Beijing Guo Yue & Clare Farrow 3-6
Little Nino’s Pizzeria Karen Barbour K-2
Locks, Crocs, & Skeeters Nancy Winslow Parker 3-6
Lunch Money Andrew Clements 4-6
Ma Jiang and the Orange Ants Barbara Porte 1-3
Making Cents Elizabeth Keeler Robinson K-2
Mama is a Miner George Alla Lyon K-3
Mama Panya’s Pancakes: A Village Tale from Mary & Rich Camberlin K-3
Kenya

Mama Provi and the Pot of Rice Sylvia Rosa-Casanova K-3
Market! Ted Lewin PK-2
Market Days: From Market to Market Around the | Madhur Jaffrey K-3
World

Markets (from Our Global Community series) Cassie Mayer K-3
Marvelous Mattie: How Margaret E. Knight Emily Arnold McCully K-3

Became an Inventor




Mary smith Andrea U'Ren PK-3
Material World: A global Family Portrait Peter Menzel 6-9

Max’s Dragon Shirt Rosemary Wells PK-2
Max’s Money Teddy Slater K-2

Mia’s Story: A Sketchbook of Hope and Dreams | Michael Foreman 1-4

Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel Virginia Lee Burton PK-3
Milk: From Cow to Carton Aliki PK-2
Milton Hershey: Chocolate King, Town Builder Charnan Simon 3-6

Miss Bridie Chose a Shovel Leslie Connor PK-4
Misty of Chincoteague Marguerite Henry 3-6

Mitchell is Moving Marjorie Sharmat PK-3
Money (DK Eyewitness) Joe Cribb 3-6

Money, Money, Honey Bunny Marilyn Sadler PK-1
Money Through the Ages: Money Power Jason Cooper K-3

Money Troubles Bill Coshy K-3

Monkey for Sale Sanna Stanley K-2

Monster Money Book Loreen Leedy 1-4

Monster Musical Chairs Stuart J. Murphy K-1

Mother Grumpy's Dog Biscuits Becky Kelly PK-2
Mr. Popper’s Penguins Richard Atwater 3-6

My Piggy Bank Thomas Lewis PK-3
My Rows and Piles of Coins Tololwa Mollel K-3

Neale S. Godfrey’'s Ultimate Kids’ Money Book Neale Godfrey 3-6

Night of the Twisters Ivy Ruckman 3-6

Not for a Billion, Gazillion Dollars Paula Danziger 4-6

Nothing Jon Agee K-3

Now & Ben: The Modern Inventions of Benjamin | Gene Barretta 2-5

Franklin

On Sand Island Jacqueline Briggs Martin 1-3

On the Court with...Michael Jordan Matt Christopher 4-6

On Market Street Arnold Lobel K-3

Once Upon a Company: A True Story Wendy Anderson Halperin 1-5

One Upon a Marigold Jean Ferris 5-9

One Fine Day Nonny Hogrogian PK-2
One Hen: How One Small Loan Made a Big Katie Milway 2-5

Difference

Once Upon a Dime: A Math Adventure Nancy Kelly Allen K-3

Owney, the Mail-Pouch Pooch Mona Kerby K-3

Ox-Cart Man Donald Hall PK-3
Paddy’s Payday Alexandra Day K-3

Pancakes, Pancakes! Eric Carle PK-2
Paperboy Louise W. Borden 1-3

Peppe the Lamplighter Elisa Bartone 2-5

Pickle Patch Bathtub Fran Kennedy PK-3
Pigs Go to Market: Fun with Math and Shopping | Amy Axelrod 2-4

Pigs Will be Pigs: Fun with Math and Money Amy Axelrod 1-3

Pilot Mom Kathleen Benner Duble K-3

Pitching in for Eubie Jerdine Nolen K-3

Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Claire Nivola K-3

Wangari Maathai

Pop’s Bridge Eve Bunting K-4

Prairie Town (also River Town, Mountain Town, Bonnie Geisert 1-4

and Desert Town)

Princess Academy Shannon Hale 5-8

Professor Puffendorf's Secret Potions Robin Tzannes 1-3

Real World Economics series Rosen Publishing 5-12
Road Builders B. G. Hennessy PK-2
Rock, Brock, and the Savings Shock Sheila Bair 3-5

Potato: A Tale from the Great Depression Kate Lied PK-3
Round and Round the Money Goes: What Melvin Berger 1-3




Money Is and How We Use It

Rudy Rides the Rails: A Depression Era Story Dandi Daley Mackall 2-5

Rumpelstiltskin’s Daughter Diane Stanley K-3

Sally Jean, the Bicycle Queen Cari Best K-2

Samuel Eaton’s Day: A Day in the Life of a Kate Waters 1-4

Pilgrim Boy

Sanji and the Baker Robin Tzannes K-3

Saturday Market Patricia Grossman K-2

Saturday Sancocho Leyla Torres K-2

Save, Spend, or Donate: A Book about Nancy Loewen K-3

Managing Money

Saving Strawberry Farm Deborah Hopkinson PK-2
Seven Miles to Freedom: The Robert Smalls Janet Halfmans 3-5

Story

Sheep in a Shop Nancy E. Shaw PK-1
She’s Wearing a Dead Bird on Her Head Kathryn Lasky K-3

Sky Dancers Connie Ann Kirk 1-3

So Few of Me Peter Reynolds K-3

Sold! A Mathematics Adventure Nathan Zimelman 3-6

Somewhere in the World Right Now Stacey Schuett 1-3

Sparrow Girl Sara Pennypacker K-3

Stock Market Pie: Grandma Helps Emily Make a | J. M. Seymour 2-5

Million

Stock Market Smart Eileen McGowan 5-8

Stormy’s Hat: Just Right for a Railroad Man Eric Kimmel K-3

Strega Nona Meets Her Match Tomie dePaola K-2

Sweet Potato Pie Kathleen D. Lindsey K-3

Sweet Strawberries Phyllis Reynolds Naylor PK-3
Tarantula Shoes Tom Birdseye 4-6

Taxes, Taxes! Where the Money Goes Nancy Loewen 1-4

That Costs Two Shells: The History of Money Nancy Loewen K-3

The Babe and | David Adler K-3

The Beeman Laurie Krebs PK-3
The Big Buck Adventure Shelley Gill K-2

The Biography of __ : How Did That Get Here? | Various 4-7

(series includes bananas, chocolate, cotton, rice, | Crabtree Publishing

rubber, spices, sugar)

The Birdman Veronika M. Charles K-3

The Bobbin Girl Emily Arnold McCully 2-4

The Caged Birds of Phnom Penh Frederick Lipp K-3

The Day | Swapped My Dad for Two Goldfish Neil Gaiman PK-3
The Doorbell Rang Pat Hutchins K-3

The Flying Bed Nancy Willard 2-4

The Furry News: How to Make a Newspaper Loreen Leedy 2-4

The Giraffe and Pelly and Me Roald Dahl 3-6

The Giving Tree Shel Silverstein PK-3
The Go Around Dollar Barbara Johnston Adams K-3

The Goat in the Rug Charles L. Blood & Martin Link PK-3
The Great Brain John D. Fitzgerald 4-6

The Great Kapok Tree Lynne Cherry PK-3
The Have a Good Day Café Frances Park & Ginger Park 1-3

The Hard Times Jar Ethel Footman Smothers K-4

The Hatseller and the Monkeys Baba Diakite K-3

The Hundred Penny Box Sharon Bell Mathis 4-6

The Kid's Guider to Money Cent$ Keltie Thomas 4-7

The Leaves in October Karen Ackerman 5-8

The Life and Times of the Peanut Charles Micucci 1-4

The Little Painter of Sabana Grande Patricia Markun 1-3

The Lorax Dr. Seuss PK-3
The Lucky Star Judy Young 1-4




The Night Ones Patricia Grossman PK-2
The Paperboy Dav Pilkey 1-3

The Paper Crane Molly Bang PK-2
The Penny Pot Stuart Murphy 1-3

The Pot that Juan Built Nancy Andrews-Goebel K-4

The Printer's Apprentice Stephen Krensky 5-7

The Pumpkinville Mystery Bruce Cole K-3

The Pushycart War Jan Merrill 3-6

The Relatives Came Cynthia Rylant K-3

The Road to Santiago D. H. Fitgueredo K-4

The Sea Breeze Hotel Marcia Vaughn PK-2
The Silk Route: 7,000 Miles of History John S. Major 4-7

The Story of Money Betsy Maestro 2-4

This is a Great Place for a Hot Dog Stand Barney Saltzberg PK-2
Those Shoes Maribeth Boelts 1-3

Tight Times Barbara Shook Hazen PK-3
To the Big Top Jill Esbaum K-3

Together in Pinecone Patch Thomas Yezerski 1-4

Tony's Bread Tomie de Paola PK-3
Too Many Chickens Paulette Bourgeois PK-3
Toothpaste Millionaire Jean Merrill 3-6

Tops and Bottoms Janet Stephens PK-2
Tortilla Factory Gary Paulsen 1-4

Tuttle's Red Barn: The Story of America’s Oldest | Richard Michelson PK-3
Family Farm

Uncle Jed’s Barbershop Margaree King Mitchell PK-3
Up Goes the Skyscraper Gail Gibbons K-3

Ups and Downs: A Book about the Stock Market | Nancy Loewen 1-4

Usborne Book of Living Long Ago: Everyday Life | F. Brooks, G Gower, T. Smith, K-3

(also Travel and Transport, Food and Eating, and C. Lyon

Homes and Houses, Clothes and Fashion)

Violet the Pilot Steve Breen 1-3

We'll Race You, Henry: A Story about Henry Barbara Mitchell K-3

Ford

Whaling Days Carol Carrick 3-6

What the World Eats Faith D’Aluisio 5-10
When the Bees Fly Home Andrea Cheng PK-2
Whose Shoes Are These? (also Whose Tools Laura Purdie Salas PK-2
Are These? And Whose Hats Are These?)

Winnie's New Computer Valerie Thomas K-3

Yard Sale James Stevenson PK-3
Yetsa's Sweater Sylvia Olsen PK-3
Yoshi’'s Feast Kimiko Kajikawa

You Can’t Buy a Dinosaur with a Dime: Problem | Harriet Ziefert K-3

Solving in Dollars and Cents

Books Dealing with Human Capital and Worker’s Rights

Title Author Grade Levels
Ashes of Roses (shirt factory fire 1911) Mary JaneAuch 6-9
Before Their Time: The World of Child Labor David Parker 5-12
Big Annie of Calumet (coal miners) Jerry Stanley 6-12
Billy Creekmore (child labor) Tracey Porter 5-8
Blue Door (women in textile mills) Ann Rinaldi 5-8
Blue Willow (migrant labor) Doris Gates 4-6
Bread and Roses, Too Katherine Paterson 5-8
Breaker Boys Pat Hughes 5-9




Cesar: Si, Se Puede! Carmen Bernier-Grand 2-6
Cesar Chavez: A Voice for Farmworkers Barbara Cruz 6-10
Chance Child (child labor) Jill Paton Walsh 4-6
Counting on Grace (child labor) Elizabeth Winthrop 5-9
Daughter of the Hills: A Woman'’s Part in the Myra Page 8-12
Coal Miners’ Struggle

Devil on My Heels Joyce McDonald 6-9
Dragon’s Gate (Chinese labor building railroad) Laurence Yep 5-10
Emmy (coal-mining) Connie Jordan Green 3-5
Factory Girl (Lowell mills) Barbara Greenwood 4-8
Fight in the Fields: Cesar Chavez and the Susan Ferris & Ricardo Sandoval 9-12
Farmworkers’ Movements

Fire in the Hole! Mary Cronk Farrell 4-8
Good Girl Work: Factories, Sweatshops, and Catherine Gourley 4-8
How Women Changed Their Role in the

American Workforce

Growing Season: The Life of a Migrant David Harwood & Robert Coles 9-12
Community Hassler

January 1905 (child labor) Katherine Boling 3-7
Kids at Work: Lewis Hine and the Crusade Russell Freedman & Lewis Hines 5-12
against Child Labor

Kids on Strike! Susan Campbell Bartoletti 5-8
Lyddie (manufacturing) Katherine Paterson 5-8
Missing from Haymarket Square Harriette Gillem Robinet 5-7
Mother Jones: Fierce Fighter for Workers’ Rights | Judith PinkertonJosephson 6-10
Mother Jones: One Woman'’s Fight for Labor Betsy Harvey Kraft 5-9
Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in Barbara Ehrenreich 9-12
America

Rivetheads: Tales from the Assembly Line Ben Hamper 9-12
So Far from Home: The Diary of Mary Driscoll, Barry Denenberg 5-8
and Irish Mill Girl, Lowell, Massachusetts, 1847

Someday the Sun Will Shine Again Anne E. Schraff 4-7
Spilled Water (child labor) Sally Grindley 4-7
Stolen Dreams: Portraits of Working Children David Parker 6-10
Storming Heaven (coal miners) Denise Giardina 6-10
Strike Two Amy GoldmanKoss 4-7
Sweat and Blood: A History of US Labor Unions | Gloria Skurzynski 6-9
The Jungle Upton Sinclair 9-12
Dear Mr. President...Theodore Roosevelt: Jennifer Armstrong 3-8
Letters from a Young Coal Miner

Triangle: The Fire that Changed America David Von Drehle 9-12
Up Before Daybreak: Cotton and People in Deborah Hopkinson 4-8
America

Up Molasses Mountain (coal miners) Julie Baker 7-12
Uprising (Shirtwaist Strike) Margaret Peterson Haddix 6-8
We Shall Not be Moved: The Women's Factory Joan Dash 5-8
Strike of 1909

Wonders of the World series (includes such Elizabeth Mann and Mikaya Press 4-6
constructions as Brooklyn Bridge, Hoover Dam,

Empire State Buildling...)

Working Children Carol Shaller 3-6




Teacher Resources on Economics

Those titles marked with an * indicate that they are reference and for building your own

background knowledge.

Title

Author

A History of Money and Banking in the United States*

Murray N. Rothbard

“Capturing the Economics Imagination” in Social Studies
and the Young Learner Nov.-Dec. 1998, pp. 26-29

Children in the Marketplace: Lesson Plans in Economics
Grades 3 and 4

Joint Council on Economic Education

Children’s Literature for Understanding Economics (book
suggestions with economic concepts)

University of Kansas Center for Econ Ed
http://classroomclues.com

Economics and Geography Lessons for 32 Children’s
Books

www.mcps.k12.md.us/
curriculum/socialstd/Econ_Geog.html

Economics and the Environment: Ecodetectives

National Council on Economic Education

Earning Money: Essential Math Skills
Using Money: Essential Math Skills

Leo Gafney

Elementary Economics Lessons from James Madison
University

http://cob.jmu.edu/econed

Environment and the Economy: A Curriculum

Foundation for Teaching Economics
http://fte.org/teachers/programs/environment/
curriculum/index.php

Everyday Economics (series)

Various

Financial Fitness for Life (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12)

National Council on Economic Educ.

Focus: Economics (by various grade levels)

National Council on Economic Educ.

Growing Money: A Complete Investing Guide for Kids

Gail Karlitz

History of Money: From Ancient Times to the Present
Day*

Glyn Davies

Library of Investing for Kids Articles

http://efinancedirectory.com/article_
directory/Investing for Kids.html

Master Curriculum Guide in Economics: Teaching
Strategies 5-6

Economics America

Money Sense for Kids

Hollis Page Harman

Pay Day Game

Play Dough Economics

Suellen Reed & Harlan R. Day

Playing the Market (Grades 5-12)

Karen Isaacson

Show Me the Money: How to Make Cents of Economics

Alvin Hall




Stock Market Game

Stock Market Knowledge for All Ages

Susie Vaccaro Hardeman

Teaching Economics Using Children’s Literature

Maryann Foltz

“Teaching Economics in US History” in Social Education
(March 2007)

Teaching Money Applications to Make Mathematics
Meaningful Grades 7-12

Elizabeth Marquez and Paul Westbrook

The History of Money* Jack Weatherford
The Sims 2: Open for Business
The Worldly Philosophers* Heilbroner

The Young Investor: Projects and Activities for Making
Your Money Grow

Katherine R. Bateman

www.kidseconbooks.com




