
Butterfield Trail Middle School 
Parent FAQ 2020-2021 

 
This document is intended to provide parents with answers to some of the most commonly 
asked questions that we have been receiving. Our answers are based on the guidance that we 
have received from the state and the district. We will make every effort to keep this document 
updated and accurate.  

Mask Questions:  

Will students be required to wear 
masks? 

Yes. Students and staff are required to wear masks at 
any time that social distancing cannot be maintained. If 
you would like to read over the district policy you can 
find it by clicking here.  

How will masks and other safety 
precautions be enforced? 

Students will be asked to wear a mask. If they come to 
school without a mask, one will be provided. These will 
either be disposable masks or some cloth masks that 
have been donated. If you would like to read over the 
district policy you can find it by clicking here.  

Is there an exact time to take off 
the mask or when the teacher 
decides? 

Teachers will try to find some time to take students 
outside so that they can socially distance and remove 
masks. However, students will only be able to remove 
their mask if their teacher tells them to do so. Students 
can remove masks while eating lunch and while outside 
socially distancing. 

Disinfecting/Cleaning 
Questions: 

 

How will disinfecting classrooms 
be accomplished? 

The district has ordered chemical foggers that kill 
viruses in seconds. The foggers will be used while 
rooms are not in use. 
 
Teachers have been provided with sanitizing materials 
to ensure that high frequency touch surfaces in rooms 
are disinfected frequently.  

How are they going to keep all of 
the students safe this year? 

Students and staff are expected to wear masks while in 
the building.  
Hand sanitizer stations are available in classrooms and 
at various points on campus. Staff members will be 
disinfecting high frequency touch surfaces as often as 
possible.  

https://www.vbsd.us/assets/uploads/2020/08/20200813094612-113-emergency-policy-on-wearing-face-masks-and-face-coveringspdf.pdf
https://www.vbsd.us/assets/uploads/2020/08/20200813094612-113-emergency-policy-on-wearing-face-masks-and-face-coveringspdf.pdf


 
Students and families can help support this effort, by 
screening their children at home, keeping their children 
home when they are sick, and supporting the school in 
its efforts to keep students safe. 

Transportation  

How many people will be able to 
ride the bus? 

The transportation department is working hard to adjust 
bussing routes. Routes will be dependent upon the 
demand. Your child will receive directions for which bus 
to ride on the first day of school. 
 
If you are able to provide transportation for your child to 
school please do so.  

Social Distancing Questions:  

How will social distancing be 
handled? 

It is not possible to maintain social distancing at all times 
during the school day. All students will be expected to 
wear masks and steps are being taken to limit the 
interaction of students during lunch, passing times, and 
throughout the day.  
 
 

Will there be social distancing 
dividers? 

No. We are spreading students out as much as possible 
and requiring that students wear masks during the 
school day.  

Possible Exposure/Test 
Questions: 

 

Will we be notified if there is a 
COVID-19 case at the school.  

No. This would be a violation of HIPPA law. The school 
cannot disclose medical information about any 
individual.  
 
However, if your child is identified as a possible close 
contact through the contact tracing procedures they will 
be informed and required to quarantine for a period of 14 
days.  
 
The district will assist contact tracers in identifying 
students/teachers that would have been within 6 feet of 



distance from a COVID-19 positive individual for a 
cumulative period of 15 minutes or more.  

What should I do if I test positive?  
 

The teacher/student would be required to isolate until 
they are cleared to return by the Arkansas Department 
of Health.  
 
The district will assist contact tracers in identifying 
students/teachers that would have been within 6 feet of 
distance from a COVID-19 positive individual for a 
cumulative period of 15 minutes or more. Any individuals 
that were identified as possible close contacts would be 
required to quarantine for 14 days.  

Attendance Questions:  

Will my child be counted absent if 
they are sent home with potential 
symptoms? 

If your student is sent home due to the presence of 
symptoms or to quarantine for any period of time they 
will receive an excused absence for those days.  
 
If you keep your child home due to the presence of 
symptoms please contact the school. Parents may 
excuse their child a limited number of times. You can 
find the school policy on absences here 

If my child has allergy symptoms 
or a headache or something 
minor, will they be allowed to 
attend school the next day if their 
symptoms go away or will they 
need to quarantine? 

Each case will be evaluated by our school nurse and 
decisions will be made on a case by case basis. 
 
If you have listed any pre-existing conditions like 
allergies on their emergency contact form we can use 
that as a guide to make decisions.  
 
If students are fever free for 24 hours without the use of 
fever reducing medications and symptom free students 
can return to school. 

If my child is absent will they be 
able to complete their work?  

Yes. We are using an online platform called Canvas. 
Your child's assignments and instruction can be 
accessed from that site while at home. We will be 
assigning and distributing Chromebooks to students so 
that they can complete their work at home. They will be 
using the same platform in the classroom so there will 

https://www.vbsd.us/assets/uploads/2019/07/20190724072905-424-attendance-middle-school-grades-6-7-and-8pdf.pdf


be little change to the way that students learn if they are 
off site.  

Lunch/Water Questions:  

How will lunch work? The grades will be split between eating lunch in the Mall 
Area or the Commons Area. This will allow for fewer 
students to sit at each table, so that students can take 
their masks off at the table to eat. As soon as students 
finish eating, they will go outside to the Arboretum. Once 
there, the students will be able to socially distance and 
remove their masks. 

Will we have any water bottle 
stations or alternatives for 
students to access drinking water 
besides the water fountains? 

Water bottle fillers have been purchased by the district 
but installation could take anywhere from 4 to 6 weeks. 
 
The PTA has purchased water bottles for students to 
ensure that every student has a water bottle. The PTA 
has also purchased water coolers to fill the gap in the 
meantime. 

Any limitations on water bottles? 
(glass, metal, plastic, recycle-able, 
etc) 

Please do not send your child with something that is 
breakable. Any logos or writing on the water bottles 
should be school appropriate. 

Internet Access Questions:  

What do we do if we have minimal 
access or no access to the internet 
if classes go to virtual only? 

BTMS has ordered some wireless hotspots for families 
who need help with internet access. Please call the 
school and speak to the librarian, Mrs. Cline, if you need 
assistance with internet access. 

General Questions:  

How does my child change his/her 
schedule? 
 
When and how will schedule 
changes be addressed? 
 
My daughter was not able to pick 
her electives for the year. 

During the first week of classes, teachers and 
counselors will instruct students about how to change 
class. They will need to get a schedule change form to 
take home for the parent to sign. The student will then 
bring it back to school and turn in to the teacher. 
Counselors will adjust schedules as they get to the 
requests and as they can. Students should go to their 
original class until they get email notification that their 
schedule has been changed. This can take some time. 

If a student has asthma, should 
they still bring their inhaler? 

Yes, they should bring their inhalers and other 
medicines to the office just as they have done in the 



past. 

My child was in special education. 
How will his needs be met at his 
new school? 
 
 

We would suggest you contact his/her Special Education 
case manager to get specific information about how 
his/her needs will be met.  
 
You can find contact information for our teachers on our 
website or contact the school and we will have his 
teachers or case manager get in touch with you.  
 

How can I sign up for PTA? Parents can sign up for the BTMS PTA online this year 
using the link provided. Or you can find the post on the 
BTMS Facebook page. Online BTMS PTA Form 

How does my child get their bus 
number? 

Your child’s teacher will help the student find out the bus 
number from the office during the first day of school. 

When will children receive 
chromebooks? Are the students 
going to take chromebooks home? 
 
If a child has their own 
chromebook, do they still have to 
use the schools?  If we have a 
chromebook at home, will kids still 
have to bring one home? 

Students will receive a chromebook from the school that 
they will take with them during the day AND take home 
with them at the end of the day. It will have a charger so 
that they can charge the device at home every evening 
AND bring it back to school EVERY DAY. 
 
Even if a student has a chromebook at home, we are 
going to ask that they take their BTMS chromebook back 
and forth with them every day. We won’t have storage 
carts in teacher’s rooms this year, and we will not have 
an easy place to store chromebooks for students. So 
YES, your student will receive a BTMS chromebook to 
take back and forth with them even if they have one at 
home. 

How different will the routine be at 
drop off in the morning?  

The morning routine dropoff will be a little different in 
that children will be required to wear masks in the 
building. Each grade level will go to a different location 
once they are inside the building. Duty teachers will help 
direct students to the appropriate waiting location for 
their grade level. 

I would like  to have a list of what 
supplies the teachers need if 
different than the supply list 
provided at retail stores. 

If a teacher needs something that is not on the regular 
supply list, they will include that in their syllabus that is 
sent home with the students on the first days of school. 
However, most teachers try to go with what is on the 
regular supply list. 

Will we have lockers? When will 
locker numbers be assigned and 

Only 8th grade students will have lockers. The 8th grade 
teachers will assign lockers to the students in the first 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef7pV4pu2oOdIEuKXCakTU7RM_GrNIcPYCibBExSvrzlRODQ/viewform?fbclid=IwAR04jAS_bHdDfqcDHlrshVj6SoK4twZTjQXsWyJ3IcTVQdGCi2MAnCi29Js


how will it be communicated to the 
student? 

few days of school. Students in 6th and 7th grades will 
use cubbies in the teachers’ rooms to store backpacks 
and items during class time. 

If my child is attending the virtual 
academy, it seems they will be 
missing out on participation in 
clubs, as there appears to be no 
coordination to be able to sign up. 
We were able to do that for band 
and maybe track, but not the other 
clubs.  

At this time we do not have any plans in place to 
facilitate this.  

Will any of the teachers have a 
zoom meeting longer than 1 hour? 
It seems like not enough time if 
there are alot of questions from 
the kids. 

If we have to not be in school physically and shift online 
for a period of time, each teacher will set up their class 
and zoom calls to meet the needs of their students. 
Every effort will be made to meet the needs of all 
students.  

  

 
 
 

 
 

 


