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Parents/Guardians and Students:
 
Welcome to the 2022-23 school year!
 
We’re excited for this upcoming year and the incredible opportunities that it holds. Our students are
the future leaders of the world’s organizations, companies, and communities, so our approach to
teaching and learning reflects that. Our goal is to provide you with the very best educational
experience possible. We have high expectations for every student; however, we understand all
students learn differently, and we will support students as they challenge themselves to meet and
exceed those expectations. 
 
Every student at the Freshman Academy is important, and all students have a place here. From our
wide range of course offerings and extracurricular programs to our personalized Advisory program
that includes clubs for everyone, you will be able to pursue your passions and discover new interests
this year. I want to encourage you to try new classes, participate in clubs and activities, and establish
new friendships. Take advantage of the opportunities available to you as we all work together to
prepare for high school and beyond. 
 
Parents/Guardians, thank you for partnering with us to support your student socially, emotionally, and
academically. It is through the combined efforts of students, families, and staff that students can reach
their full potential. We’re excited to work with you to build tomorrow’s leaders! 
 
 
Whatever It Takes,
 
 
Michael Hensley
Principal, Van Buren Freshman Academy
 

Principal: Michael.Hensley@vbsd.us Assistant Principal: Brad.Reeves@vbsd.us Counselor: Kortney.Ricketts@vbsd.us

Van Buren Freshman Academy
821 Pointer Trail East
Van Buren, AR 72956
Phone: (479)471-3160
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Calculations
for gpa

Van Buren High School reserves the right to make changes as required in course offerings and curriculum.
GPA will be figured with State Endorsed Weighted Credit Courses using 5.0 scale, and all other courses will
use the 4.0 scale. Class rank will be calculated using the state GPA scale. Calculations of GPA will be based

on grades earned in academic courses in grades 9 through 12. See Board Policy for complete GPA
calculation policy.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT = AP 
Courses are taught on a college Level. They stress critical thinking, writing, and analytical skills. Students may receive
college credit by taking and successfully passing the College Board AP exam. The student must pass both semesters

of the AP course and take the appropriate AP exam to receive weighted credit. Weighting will be reduced to a 4.0
scale on the final transcript for students who do not meet these conditions.

 
CONCURRENT CLASSES = CONC 

Courses taught on a college level through Arkansas Tech University or University of Arkansas Fort Smith. Students
receive college credit upon completion of the class with a C or above.

 
PAP COURSES = PAP / Honors

 Courses are more rigorous than on-level courses. Students are introduced to the higher order thinking skills and
are prepared for AP Courses.

 
ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS

Eligibility rules apply to all students competing in athletics or non-athletic activities.
 

For the fall semester of 9th grade, students are required to have passed 4 academic courses the previous semester. 
 

For the spring semester of 9th grade, students must have passed 4 academic courses during the fall semester.
 

Ninth grade students must meet senior high academic eligibility by the end of the second semester in order to be
eligible to participate in the fall of their tenth grade year. Students who have finished two semesters of the ninth

grade must follow all senior high (10-12) academic requirements: passing a minimum of 4 classes per semester and
maintaining a 2.0 GPA.

 

AP & State Approved Weighted
5.0 Scale

A = 5.0
B = 4.0
C = 3.0
D = 2.0
F =     0

On-Level, CONC, PAP, & Honors
4.0 Scale

A = 4.0
B = 3.0
C = 2.0
D = 1.0
F =     0
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Google
Classroom

At the Freshman Academy, we utilize Google Classroom to send
important information and activities to students throughout the
year.  To access, go to the Class of 2026 Google Classroom.

Code: wa5ah2l



Course
Requests

Mark your English and Math choices. 
Rank 5 FULL Elective Courses. 

 If you are choosing SEMESTER courses, remember that 2 SEMESTER courses = 1 FULL YEAR course. 
Rank them in preference order: #1 being the one you want the most to #5 being the one you want the least.
If you are planning to play in a sport, be sure to mark that as well. It will take the spot of an elective course.

1.
2.

a.
b.
c.



Cursos

Marca tu selección de Clases de Inglés y Matemáticas 
Completa 5 de los cursos electivos.

Si estás eligiendo cursos que están solo para UN SEMESTRE, recuerda que 2 cursos SEMESTRALES hacen 1
año completo.
Ponlos en orden de preferencia: #1 el que quieres más hasta #5 que sea el que menos quieres .
Si estás planeando estar en algún deporte, asegúrate de marcarlo. El curso de deporte tomará el lugar de un
curso selectivo.

1.
2.

a.

b.
c.

 



#whateverittakes


